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Lubnan (Jesuit Missions and the Task of Preparing
Political Elite in Lebanon), al-Harakat al-Islamiyyah
fi Muwajahat al-Taswiyah (Islamic Movements in
Opposition to Peace Settlements), Dawlah bila Rijal:
Jadal al-Siyadah wa al-Islah fi al-Sharq al-Awsat (A State
without Men: Rule and Reform Controversy in the Middle
East) and al-Jumhuriyyah al-Sa‘bah: Iran fi Tahawwulatiha
al-Dakhiliyyah wa Siyasatiha al-Iglimiyyah (The Hard
Republic: Iran in its Internal Changes and Regional Politics).
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Walid ‘Abd al-Hay, Ph.D., is a professor of Political Sciences
at Yarmouk University, Jordan. He had his Ph.D. degree in
Political Sciences from Cairo University and had taught at
several universities. He is the former head of the Department
of Political Sciences at Yarmouk University. Currently, he is
a consultant for studies and researches at the Higher Media
Council, Jordan. He published 15 books mostly focused
on futuristic studies in theory and application. His books
include: al-Dirasat al-Mustagbaliyyah fi al-‘Alagat
al-Duwaliyyah (Futuristic Studies in International
Relations), al-Dirasat al-Mustagbaliyyah fi al-‘Ulum
al-Siyasiyyah (Futuristic Studies in Political Sciences)
and al-Makanah al-Mustagbaliyyah li al-Sin ‘Ala Sullam
al-Qiwa al-Duwali 1978-2010 (The Futuristic Status of
China in the International Power Scale 1978-2010). He
has translated many books and studies, and published more
than 50 researches in refereed academic journals.

Zafarul-Islam Khan,Ph.D.,obtained his Ph.D.degree from
The University of Manchester, 1987, of Indian nationality.
He founded Muslimedia News & Features Service, London,
1981 and founded the Orient Press International (OPI) News
& Features Service, New Delhi, 1988. He is the chief editor
of The Milli Gazette, the English fortnightly newspaper in
India. He is the author and translator of more than 40 books
in Arabic, Urdu and English. Khan is one of the prominent
Muslims interested in the Palestinian issue, he collected and
edited Palestine Documents and Tarikh Filastin al-Qadim
(A History of Ancient Palestine). His M.A. thesis was on
the History of Arab Resistance in Palestine 1918—1935; In
addition, he was one of the general secretaries of the All India
Muslim Majlis-e-Mushawarat (AIMMM), which is an apex
forum of Muslim organizations and institutions of national
eminence along with some well-known personalities. Then,
in early 2008, he was elected the president of AIMMM.
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director of the Censuses Directorate in the Palestinian Central
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two master degrees in Population Studies and in Economics
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Introduction

Introduction

The Palestinians have faced in 2007 one of the most difficult challenges in
their modern history. On the one hand, it was a year where hopes were high for a
national consensus when the Mecca Agreement was ratified and Palestinians sought
to form a national unity government. On the other hand, frustrations prevailed due
to the state of lawlessness, the implementation of the Dayton plans, the suffocating
siege, and the Palestinian political and geographic schism after Hamas took control
of Gaza. The ramifications were clear proof of the importance of settling the
differences, respecting pluralism and having a peaceful transfer of power, without
any foreign interference. Thus, the need became urgent for a binding “National
Charter” and the activation of the Palestinian Liberation Organization, in order to
form an effective representative entity gathering the whole Palestinian people and
factions, within a national program that defines the guiding principles, unchanging

demands and the priorities.

This is the third annual Palestinian Strategic Report covering the year 2007
(PSR 2007). It traces the major track of events, combines the latest detailed
information, analysis and general vision, and attempts to foresee the track of

coming events.

The sensitive issues of schism, fragmentation and polarization in the Palestinian
arena provided us with various narrations of events and their subsequent
interpretations. This made the task of researchers and authors more difficult,
compelling them to discuss the issues with strict neutrality, and to deal with the
largest available documented information within the basics of scientific research
and objectivity.

In eight chapters, this Report monitors and analyzes the internal Palestinian
situation, the Israeli—Palestinian scene, the Arab, Islamic and international stances
on the Palestinian issue. It also discusses the issues that concern the Land and
the holy sites, and the demographic and economic indicators. Eleven experts
and researchers of the Palestinian issue participated in writing this Report. We
commend the efforts of our distinguished professors, the Report consultants,
and our colleagues, the co-editors, and the staff of the Archive and Information
Department at al-Zaytouna. Undoubtedly, PSR 2007 is the product of a collective
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integrated effort of this distinguished team. Since the chapters of the Report were
revised, edited and modified, and since the Report is considered a collective work
gathered in one book, we didn’t put the names of the writers at the beginning of every
chapter. Hence we preferred to introduce them and describe their contributions in
the first pages of the book.

We faced some of the expected difficulties in researches and genuine studies,
such as the difference in statistics and information among the Palestinian, Israeli
and international references. We were keen on solving this problem to the best
of our ability by making comparisons, verifications and the required scientific

critique.

In the end, we must thank all our colleagues who supported this Report,
encouraged us to go on and benefited us with their comments and remarks. We thank
God for the wide success of our last two annual Reports that became references to

researchers, university students and everyone interested in the Palestinian issue.

We are always open to advice, guidance or critique.

The Editor,
Dr. Mohsen Saleh
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