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Introduction

Introduction

This is the 12th edition of the Palestine Strategic Report (PSR) series. It has
come to occupy a distinguished position as a reference for Palestine studies and
as an indispensable document for researchers studying the Palestinian affairs. The
PSR is a source of comprehensive and well-documented information and data,
presenting its material within an objective and analytical framework of academic
discipline. The PSR also contains forecasts covering future scenarios in the near
term. The PSR’s scope covers the internal Palestinian situation, the Israeli scene,
the paths of resistance and peace process, and the Arab, Islamic, and international
dimensions of the Palestine issue. It also presents updates concerning the land,
Jerusalem, the holy sites, and the state of Palestinian demographics and economy.

skskosk

The period covered by the strategic report 2020-2021 brought great Palestinian
hopes that the Palestinian reconciliation and the reform of the Palestine Liberation
Organization (PLO) would be achieved, and the legislative and executive
institutions would be activated. However, the leadership of the PLO and the
Palestinian Authority (PA) disrupted the elections and the reconciliation process,
making this period end up with one of the greatest frustrations in the Palestine
modern and contemporary history, and this leadership losing a lot of trust and
credibility among the Palestinian public. As a result, the PA and PLO leadership has
further insisted on continuing its dominance, weakening the PLO, and continuing
the peace process and security coordination with the Israeli occupation.

At the same time, the Israeli scene is becoming more religiously extreme and
radically nationalist, with the potential of further enactment of laws that entrench
the Jewish-Zionist identity of Israel. This was accompanied by more settlement
and Judaization plans in the West Bank (WB), particularly Jerusalem, and attempts
to impose the Israeli vision on the end of the Palestine issue. The Israeli political
system has experienced confusion due to holding four general elections in two
years and the accession of an Arab party to the government coalition, whose

cohesion depends on the rivalry with Netanyahu.

The Sword of Jerusalem battle (dubbed by Israel Operation Guardian of the
Walls), in May 2021, has brought Hamas and the resistance forces to the forefront of
the Palestinian scene, linked the resistance action of Gaza Strip (GS) to Jerusalem,
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consolidated the unity of the Palestinians inside Palestine and abroad, and led to a
decline in Israel’s international status.

Although the Palestinian people were united against the “Trump deal”; the
Israeli side, with US cover and support, was able to make an official normalization
breakthrough in the weak and “soft spot” of the Arab and Muslim countries, when
the UAE, Bahrain, Sudan and Morocco signed agreements to normalize relations
with Israel. Nevertheless, Israel is still facing a broad Arab and Muslim public,

who rejects normalization and supports the liberation path.

The Palestine issue is still internationally supported, as evident in the resolutions
of the United Nations General Assembly and its institutions. Despite the enormous
Israeli efforts to enhance its image, distort the Palestine issue and criminalize the
resistance, indicators have shown a gradual and slow increase in the international
public opinion sympathizing with Palestine.

skeskosk

As has been our policy in previous editions of the report, the names of
contributors, chapter titles, or the titles of their research are mentioned at the start
of the book, but not at the start of each chapter, reflecting the fact that the PSR is
one collective effort and because the editing of this PSR, as in all previous editions,
is above and beyond the usual task. As a result, crucial additions, amendments
and updates in some chapters were made, making the responsibility for their final

shape a joint responsibility.

We must extend our gratitude to the experts who have taken part in drafting the
report, the advisers who have revised its texts, and the staff team at al-Zaytouna
Centre, including editor’s assistants and archivists, who had an important role
in providing material, revising texts and designing the report to the required
standard. This edition came despite the exceptional circumstances that Lebanon
is going through, and the repercussions of the COVID-19 pandemic on the work

environment.

Finally, praise be to Allah for the good success of this report and its position as
a specialized reference. We would like to thank everyone who has supported and
encouraged the work behind it. We also welcome all constructive criticism, advice

and suggestions.
Editor
Prof. Dr. Mohsen Mohammed Saleh
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This Report

Al-Zaytouna Centre is pleased to present to
its readers the Palestine Strategic Report (PSR)
2020-2021, the 12th PSR to be published.

With an academic methodology and
comprehensive objective approach, the report
details the developments concerning the
Palestine issue and provides the Ilatest
information and data available at the end
of 2021, along with analyses and forecasts.

This report is the result of collaborative work
of 15 experts and researchers. In eight
chapters, it addresses the internal Palestinian
scene; Palestinian demographic and economic
indicators; the situation in Jerusalem and the
holy sites; the specifics of Israeli aggression,
Palestinian resistance and the peace process;
the internal situation in Israel, politically,
economically and militarily; and Palestine’s
Arab, Islamic, and international relations.

The PSR now occupies a prominent position
as an indispensable reference, integral to
Palestine studies and research. Al-Zaytouna
Centre hopes the PSR will continue to make
valuable contributions in this field.
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