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Arab Ranking in Global Indices and Its Projected Impacts 

  Prof. Dr. Walid ‘Abd al-Hay 

 

Introduction 

 

One of the problems of evaluating the achievements of any country, political 

region, or international organization, is the defining of the criteria on the basis of 

which countries are compared and ranked. There is difference between the 

“impression” one has about a particular country, which often dominates the public 

opinion, locally, regionally or internationally, and the evaluation and comparison 

that are based on certain quantified indicators that are more realistic. It is known 

that strategic planning of any country, region or international body are based on 

realistic evaluation rather than on mere impressions. 

 

Index Measurement Methodology 

 

Most researchers in the field of quantification of various social phenomena 

consider the positivism of the French philosopher Auguste Comte the first step in 

this context. He called for dealing with social issues in a manner similar to the 

subjects of natural sciences. His call was well-received by the French thinker 

Pierre Guillaume Frédéric Le Play (19th century), who is credited with establishing 

what has become the modern-day 

social survey. Then, in the 1950s 

and 1960s, other scales appeared 

especially in psychological 

studies, and then they were found 

in almost all branches of social 

sciences, including political 

science and international 

relations.1  

                                                 
 An expert in futures studies, a former professor in the Department of Political Science at Yarmouk University in 

Jordan and a holder of Ph.D. in Political Science from Cairo University. He is also a former member of the Board of 

Trustees of Al-Zaytoonah University of Jordan, Irbid National University, the National Center for Human Rights, the 

Board of Grievances and the Supreme Council of Media. He has authored 37 books, most of which are focused on 

future studies in both theoretical and practical terms, and published 120 research papers in peer-reviewed academic 

journals. 
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The indices to measure the economic, social and political dimensions are 

constructed by following a number of steps, they are:2 

1. An index is elaborated, which is based on sub-indices, and a simple index is 

constructed based on a subset of indicators. 

2. The sub-indices have weights, which are averaged to give way to the index. 

These weights are determined based on mathematical rules and social theories. 

Through comparing, we found out that the differences between the weights of 

the same index in the different models was small. Therefore, in most cases, the 

sum of differences in weights does not affect the country’s ranking or the 

general level of its achievement. Each 

sub-index is based on data gathered from 

the state, research institutions, regional or 

international organizations or academic 

studies (or the media when necessary). 

Sometimes normalization3 is used to 

standardize the indices of different 

weights.  
3. The weight of the index is based on the Cross-Impact Matrix, where the 

correlation coefficient between each sub-index and the rest of the indices is 

measured to know its effect (positive or negative), and accordingly weights are 

distributed over the indices. The indices with highest impact (positively or 

negatively) are given the highest weights, then the weights of the rest of the 

indicators are arranged on this basis. 

4. The ranking of a state is based on the total points it obtained in the sum of the 

sub-indices of each major index, then in the sum of all indices. It is important 

to point out that some main indices (such as Political Stability) contain a large 

number of sub-indices, some of them have been classified as a main index in 

other models. For example, the GINI index which measures the equality in 

income distribution, is found in some models a main index, and in others a 

sub-index, thus to be more accurate, it is required to be calculated once. 

5. Some models are based on the comparison 

between countries, either at the global or 

regional level. Furthermore, depending on 

the social or political index to be measured, 

the comparison would be done in most 

cases on the basis of the general average of 

a number of years rather than one year.  
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The Study Indices 

 

For the ranking of Arab countries, we relied on ten indices that have 413 

sub-indices, where their weights are based on the aforementioned rule. When 

we made measurements based on a number of measurement models, we did not 

find any statistically significant differences. The following table displays the 

indices we used, their weights and their sub-indices:4 

 

Table 1: Indices and Weights 

 

 

Measurement Results of Arab Countries 

 

Among the difficulties we faced during the preparation of this research, there 

were a number of discrepancies that we had to take into account when setting the 

results: 

1. “Some” Arab countries such as Syria, Libya, Yemen, Tunisia, Iraq, Sudan and 

to a lesser extent Egypt, had witnessed during the 2010–2020 period difficult 

Index Sub-Indices Relative weight 

Democracy 60 5 

Political Stability 3055 5 

Gini 2 4 

Militarization 5 4 

Globalization 24 3 

Research and development 

(R&D) expenditure 
1 2 

Crime 4 2 

Poverty 11 2 

Health expenditure 1 2 

Literacy 1 2 

Total 314 41 
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circumstances that caused significant changes in the value of indices. 

Consequently, I have considered the indices of the three years before the decade 

of the Arab turmoil, in addition to the last three years (2018–2021). Then, the 

average value of a certain country was concluded, while taking into 

consideration more than one model for precision purposes. 

2. When determining the ranking of Arab countries among each other and then 

determining their ranking globally, we noticed that the regional ranking is 

inconsistent with the global ranking, and the reason is due to: 

a. The number of countries on a regional basis is a fixed one (19 Arab countries 

that were measured), while in international models there are indices that 

measure more than 200 countries (independent countries or dependent 

territory), while others measure 193 countries (The number of countries in the 

United Nations), or measure the countries of which data is available, which 

sometimes may be less than a hundred countries. Hence, the regional ranking 

differs from the global one, though with limited difference. 

b. The impact of the turmoil decade (2010–2020) was different from one Arab 

country to another, where the economies of some countries have undergone 

major transformations that exceed those of other Arab countries. As a result, 

due to these exceptional circumstance, some countries were ranked higher 

than others. Therefore, to determine the mega-trend of the index, some results 

have been modified based on the trend of the measured index, using the 

statistical technique of time series analysis, used in future studies. 
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The measurement results were as follows: 

 

Table 2: Indices of Arab Countries 2018–2021 

 

 

 Democracy6 
Political 

stability7 
Gini8 Militarization9 Globalization10 

R&D 

expenditure 

(% of 

GDP)11 

Crime per 

100 

thousand12 

Poverty 

(%)13 

Health 

expenditure
14 

Literacy15 

Egypt 29.3 1921-  3193 513 63934 1952 46933 3293 49.3 26 

Libya 19.3 2943-  3195 434 33923 1931 61953 33 691 12 

Tunisia 693. 1963-  3293 354 63952 1963 4396. 1392 592. 1392 

Algeria 3955 1936-  2594 543 36913 1934 32913 393  6922 1. 

Morocco 3914 1933-  3.93 521 51933 1953 43966 13 3931 26 

Mauritania 39.2 1953-  3296 343 31935 1911 4393 31 4933 45 

Sudan 2934 1956-  43 333 46934 193 42934 4693 4931 3. 

Jordan 3962 1932-  3395 333 5394 1951 3.9.6 1395 595. 291 

Syria 1943 2953-  9532  5.6 31933 1912 6394 3392 3935 13 

Iraq 3962 2933-  2.93 664 46953 1914 5193 139. 4911 14 

KSA 2913 1966-  349. 533 65953 1932 6191 1295 6936 393 

Lebanon 4916 1963-  3193 523 63963 195. 6596 2594 3933 49. 

Kuwait 393 1924 339. 818 51936 1916 33942 491 3 393  

UAE 295 1963 439. 513 53931 193 3393 592 4923 5 

Qatar 3924 1965 3693 351 53932 1931 3291 393 294. 5 

Oman 3 1935 3391 531 63953 1922 4. 692 4913 4 

Bahrain 294. 193.-  4935  53. 639.2 191 3394 1293 4913 493 

Yemen 19.3 2965-  3695 651 43 1925 6193 4396 3394  34 

Palestine 39.3 2913-  3395 315 339. 194. 12 36 6 393 
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Ranking Among Arab Countries 

 

 

The ranking of the Arab countries was made on the basis of: 

1. Determining the values of each state’s indices. 

2. Determining the ranking of each Arab country based on the values of each 

of the ten indices (highest to lowest). 

3. The best country would be given the value 19 (According to the number of 

countries in question), then 18 and 17, etc.  

4. We multiply the country’s rank by the value of the relative weight of the 

index (i.e., we multiply 19 by 5 for the first country, then 18 by 5 for the 

second country, etc.), so on so forth with the other indices, where we multiply 

the country’s ranking by the weight of the index as shown in table 1. It’s 

important to note here that we took into account that the highest value of 

some indicators are considered the worst case (such as in the case of crime 

or military index, etc.). Consequently, the worst country is ranked number 1 

and multiplied by the weight of the index, which makes it get a lower value 

than the best country. Therefore, the order is sometimes ascending and 

sometimes descending, based on the nature of the index (negative or 

positive). 

5. We add the values obtained of each country and rank them according to the 

total. 
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Based on these steps, the total of the Arab countries and their ranking in the ten 

indices are shown in tables 3–7:  
 

Table 3: Democracy and Political Stability Indices of the Arab Countries 

(2018–2021)  
 

Country Democracy 
Weight: 

 5 (19×5) 

 
Country 

Political 

stability 

Weight:  

5 (19×5) 

Tunisia 95.6 6. Qatar 7590 6. 

Morocco  .575 67 
 

UAE 7590 67 

Lebanon 55.9 8. Oman 7500 8. 

Palestine 0560 87 Kuwait 75.5 87 

Mauritania 056. 0. Jordan 750.-  0. 

Kuwait 058 07 Morocco 7500-  07 

Algeria 0500 9. Bahrain 75.6-  9. 

Jordan 059. 97 Tunisia 7590-  97 

Iraq 059. 97 KSA 7599-  .. 

Qatar 05.5 .. Mauritania 750.-  .7 

Oman 0 .7 Algeria 7589-  5. 

Egypt .560 5. Egypt .5..-  57 

UAE .50 57 Lebanon .59.-  0. 

Sudan .5.5 0. Sudan .509-  07 

Bahrain .556 07 Palestine .57.-  .. 

KSA .578 .. Libya .558-  .7 

Libya .56. .7 Iraq .5.0-  .. 

Yemen .56. .7 Yemen .590-  .7 

Syria .550 .. Syria -.500 . 
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Table 4: Gini and Militarization Indices  

 

Country Gini 
Weight: 

 4 (19×4) 

 
Country Militarization 

Weight:  

4 (19×4) 

Algeria 2594 56 Libya 434 56 

Iraq 2.93 52 Sudan 333 52 

Libya 3195 63 Qatar 351 63 

Egypt 3193 64 Tunisia 354 64 

Lebanon 3193 61 Mauritania 643 61 

Mauritania 3296 36 Iraq 664 36 

Syria 3295 32 Yemen 651 32 

Tunisia 3293 43 Egypt 513 43 

Jordan 9533  44 UAE 513 44 

Palestine 3395 44 Morocco 521 41 

Yemen 3695 41 Lebanon 523 36 

Morocco 3.93 36 KSA 533 32 

Sudan 43 32 Bahrain 53. 23 

UAE 439. 23 Algeria 543 24 

Kuwait 339. 24 Oman 531 21 

KSA 349. 21 Syria 5.6 16 

Oman 3391 16 Palestine 315 12 

Qatar 3693 12 Kuwait 313 3 

Bahrain 3594 3 Jordan 333 4 
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Table 5: Globalization and R&D Expenditure Indices  

 

 

 

 

Country Globalization 
Weight: 

3 (19×3) 

 

Country 
R&D 

expenditure 

Weight: 

2 (19×2) 

UAE 53931 35 UAE 193 33 

Qatar 53932 34 KSA 1932 36 

Jordan 5394 31 Lebanon 195. 34 

Kuwait 51936 43 Morocco 1953 32 

Morocco 51933 43 Egypt 1952 31 

Bahrain 639.2 42 Jordan 1951 23 

Tunisia 63952 3. Tunisia 1963 26 

Lebanon 63963 36 Algeria 1934 24 

Egypt 63934 33 Libya 1931 22 

KSA 65953 31 Qatar 1931 21 

Oman 63953 25 Palestine 194. 13 

Algeria 36913 24 Sudan 193 16 

Libya 33923 21 Yemen 1925 14 

Syria 31933 13 Oman 1922 12 

Mauritania 31935 13 Bahrain 191 11 

Yemen 43 12 Kuwait 1916 3 

Iraq 46953 . Iraq 1914 6 

Sudan 46934 6 Syria 1912 4 

Palestine 339. 3 Mauritania 1911 2 
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Table 6: Crime and Poverty Indices 

 

Country 

Crime per 

100 

thousand 

Weight: 

 2 (19×2) 

 

Country Poverty 
Weight: 

 2 (19×2) 

Palestine 12 33 Qatar 393 33 

Kuwait 33942 36 Kuwait 491 36 

Jordan 3.9.6 34 Algeria 393 34 

Sudan 42934 32 Oman 692 32 

Tunisia 4396. 31 UAE 592 31 

Mauritania 4393 23 Bahrain 1293 23 

Egypt 46933 26 KSA 1295 26 

Morocco 43966 24 Morocco 13 24 

Oman 4. 22 Tunisia 1392 22 

Algeria 32913 21 Jordan 1395 21 

Qatar 3291 13 Iraq 139. 13 

UAE 3393 16 Lebanon 2594 16 

Bahrain 3394 14 Mauritania 31 14 

KSA 6191 12 Egypt 3293 12 

Yemen 6193 11 Libya 33 11 

Libya 61953 3 Syria 3392 3 

Lebanon 6596 6 Palestine 36 6 

Syria 6394 4 Sudan 4693 4 

Iraq 5193 2 Yemen 4396 2 
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Table 7: Health Expenditure and Literacy Indices 

 

Country 

Health 

expenditure 

(% of GDP) 

Weight: 

 2 (19×2) 

 

Country Literacy 
Weight: 

 2 (19×2) 

Lebanon 3933 33 Jordan 291 33 

Jordan 595. 36 Palestine 393 36 

Tunisia 592. 34 Kuwait 393 34 

KSA 6936 32 Oman 4 32 

Algeria 6922 31 Bahrain 493 31 

Libya 691 23 Lebanon 49. 23 

Palestine 6 26 KSA 393 26 

Morocco 3931 24 UAE 5 24 

Kuwait 3 22 Qatar 5 24 

Egypt 49.3 21 Libya 12 22 

Yemen 4933 13 Iraq 14 21 

Mauritania 4933 16 Syria 13 13 

Sudan 4931 14 Tunisia 1392 16 

UAE 4923 12 Algeria 1. 14 

Oman 4913 11 Egypt 26 12 

Bahrain 4913 11 Morocco 26 12 

Iraq 4911 3 Yemen 34 11 

Syria 3935 6 Sudan 3. 3 

Qatar 294. 4 Mauritania 45 6 
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Adding the scores of each Arab country and comparing them with their total of the 

pre-Arab turmoil period (2007–2010), the ranking would be as follows, see table 8:  
 

Table 8: Arab Countries Ranking Before and After the Arab Turmoil 

 

 

Based on table 8, we conclude the following: 

1. The scores of 17 countries have dropped after the turmoil decade. 

2. There only two countries whose scores have increased; Iraq (+6) and Morocco (+1). 

3. Five countries have encountered the highest drop of scores during the turmoil 

decade; Syria (103), Yemen (61), Libya (33), Lebanon (17) and Sudan (21).  

Country 

Ranking of Arab 

countries by total 

score (2020–2021) 

Average of total 

score before the 

turmoil 

 (2007–2010) 

Drop or progress 

of scores between 

the pre- and post-

turmoil period 

Ranking of Arab 

countries based on 

the drop of scores 

Tunisia 46. 453 .-  13 

Morocco 41. 413 1+  2 

Jordan 3.1 3.3 3-  11 

Qatar 333 333 1 3 

UAE 35. 331 1-  4 

Lebanon 354 3.1 51-  13 

Kuwait 36. 351 1-  4 

Algeria 336 361 4-  . 

Egypt 331 33. .-  13 

Mauritania 322 323 1-  4 

Oman 316 315 1-  4 

Libya 2.3 323 33-  15 

KSA 2.4 311 6-  12 

Palestine 233 23. 1-  4 

Iraq 266 261 6+  1 

Bahrain 263 251 3-  11 

Sudan 24. 251 21-  16 

Yemen 133 .24  61-  13 

Syria 146 34. 113-  1. 
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4. If the absolute value of the sum of indices 

is: 19 (number of countries) × 31 (sum of 

weights) = 589, and the total drop of scores 

is 278 (Table 8), this means that the 

turmoil has caused a drop of 47.2% in the 

10 indices of the Arab countries.  
 

As for the Arab ranking worldwide in each index, table 9 shows the following:  
 

Table 9: Arab Ranking Worldwide in Each of the Ten Indices16 

 

Country Democracy 
Political 

stability 
Gini Militarization Globalization R&D Crime Poverty Health Literacy Total 

Global 

ranking 

Tunisia 34 36 3. 53 63 43 52 46 63 113 661 66 

Jordan 113 133 4. 145 43 41 51 34 31 46 734 73 

UAE 143 2. 33 131 42 23 13  63 141 34 744 74 

Qatar 126 36 11. 56 43 33 2. 34 153 36 797 80 

Lebanon 113 144 32 136 51 35 51 36 43 55 804 80 

Bahrain 131 56 143 141 62 53 21 36 142 33 903 90 

KSA 136 35 146 113 51 36 111 32 .1 54 910 91 

Morocco .6 .6 116 133 3. 33 111 42 113 131 928 93 

Libya 135 163 22 35 113 32 3. .. .6 .6 929 93 

Kuwait 114 51 141 144 31 32 61 53 123 65 933 93 

Palestine 113 143 31 142 164 34 34 33 .5 33 963 96 

Oman 136 63 145 142 33 63 33 33 143 51 971 97 

Algeria 113 126 12 141 113 45 113 3. .3 116 972 97 

Egypt 133 141 31 12. 65 3. 146 111 126 132 1,049 105 

Mauritania 112 145 36 114 143 111 116 .6 132 14. 1,148 115 

Iraq 113 161 21 113 162 33 126 33 143 133 1,176 118 

Sudan 14. 152 36 62 163 61 133 144 133 143 1,269 127 

Syria 164 155 35 13. 144 .4 113 152 311  113 1,298 130 

Yemen 135 15. 34 122 13. 62 143 163 12. 134 1,339 134 
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Based on table 9, and concerning the Arab countries ranking globally (The 

average number of ranked countries is 185 in the ten indices over three years), we 

conclude the following: 

1. There was no Arab country among the top 65 countries in the global ranking. 

2. The order of Arab countries was as follows: 

a. The ranks of 13 countries were between 66 and 97. 

b. The ranks of 6 countries were between 105 and 134. 

3. The total population of the Arab countries that are ranked least globally 

include 64.7% of the total population of the Arab world, indicating the 

continuation of the Arab impasse. This requires measuring on the basis of 

“society” and not on the basis of Arab countries, because it is more 

expressive of the Arab situation. 

4. The table indicates that the difference in scores between the best Arab 

country (Tunisia) and the worst country (Yemen) is 678, which is more than 

the double. This means that the disparities in the Arab structure are quite  

sharp. 

5. If we look at the index values of a country like Egypt, which is the largest 

in terms of population, media influence, and military power, not to mention 

its historical value in the Arab conscience,  we will find that the decline in 

its ability to lead the region is a reflection of the decline in its achievements 

and ranking in development indices. It is ranked 14th among the Arab 

countries, and was not ranked the first or the second in any of the ten 

indices. The difference between Egypt and the first Arab country is 388, as 

shown in tables 9 and 10.  
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When determining the best two Arab countries in each index, we find the 

following results according to the previous criteria: 

 

Table 10: Countries Ranked First and Second Among Arab Countries in 

the Ten Indices 

 

Analysis 

 

Our impressions must not affect us in accepting or rejecting these results, as 

mentioned earlier in the introduction. To make a sound judgment about a 

country, it is also important not to rely on a single index and not to ignore the 

differences in the weights of the indices.  

By monitoring the ten Arab indices, we concluded the following: 

1. It is noted that in the main indices, which have a relative high weight, the 

Arab countries have scored the worst, such as in democracy, political 

stability and militarization indices, which represent 45.2% of the total 

weights of all indices. Since these three indices are of a structural nature, 

hence they influence the rest of the indices the most, and are considered 

their driver, as termed by future studies. This means that any shifts in the 

Arab position depends mainly on the change of these three indices.   

Index Democracy 
Political 

stability 
Gini 

Militarizat

ion 

Globalizat

ion 
R&D Crime Poverty Health Literacy 

1st Tunisia UAE Algeria Libya UAE UAE Bahrain KSA Lebanon17 Jordan 

2nd Morocco Qatar Iraq Sudan Qatar KSA Qatar Jordan Jordan Bahrain 
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2. It is noted that the main Arab countries (Egypt, Iraq, Syria, Morocco, 

Algeria, KSA and Sudan) lag behind in most of the indices, when compared 

to the rest of the medium or small size Arab countries, whether status or 

population wise. Therefore, the weakness of the central indices and the 

backwardness of the main Arab countries leads us to say that we cannot be 

optimistic about the Arab conditions. 

3. It is necessary to note that some indicators 

(poverty, health, and literacy) were 

calculated in the Gulf countries on the 

basis of the total population and not only 

the citizens (where foreigners constitute 

about 63% of the total population in 

2018/2019), and that the total population 

of the Gulf Cooperation Council 

countries constitute only about 9% of the 

total Arab population.18  
4. Comparing the geo-strategic weight of the Arab region with the rest of the 

regions indicates that it either ranked the last or the penultimate, especially 

in the main indices. 

5. A study conducted previously by the researcher has showed that the Arab 

region is one of the most penetrated regions in the world.19 Furthermore, 

the current decline of the United States (US) and the decline of the 

importance of the Arab region to the US, as was explained by the “Interim 

National Security Strategic Guidance,” 

issued by the current US President Joe 

Biden,20 means that the region is on the 

cusp of strategic transformations. These 

would give the central Arab forces the 

chance to forge new international 

alliances with rising global powers that 

are less interventionist than the US and 

other Western European countries. 

However, this depends on the level of 

rationality of the Arab decision-makers 

and the achievements concerning the ten 

indices that we discussed in this study.  
 

Joe Biden 
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The General Trend of Political Stability in the Arab Countries 2018–2021 

 

Since the political stability index is 

the most comprehensive one, then 

determining its general direction 

determines the stability trends in the 

Arab countries during the next five 

years, until 2025.  
Based on the results of the past four years, the following was concluded:  

 

Table 11: Trends of Political Stability in Arab Countries 2017–202121 

 

 

Country/ 

progress (+) or 

drop (–) of 

stability scores 

2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 

Yemen 196-  +1 +193 +195 

Syria -191 +195 +193 1 

Sudan +394 +393 +293 -194 

Libya -195 -294 -493 -193 

Iraq +.92 +6 +29. -193 

Mauritania +496 +391 +1 -194 

Lebanon -193 -292 -4 -493 

Palestine -1 -192 -19. -292 

Egypt +493 +395 +394 +1 

Jordan +19. 1 -19. -194 

Algeria +392 +292 +193 +1 

Morocco +394 +293 +193 -193 

KSA +193 +193 +195 -19. 

Tunisia +3 +29. +19. -191 

Bahrain -193 -293 -29. -293 

Kuwait +396 +3 +193 -2 

Oman +291 +292 -194 -294 

Qatar -191 +4 +193 -194 

UAE +394 +293 -192 -292 



 

Al-Zaytouna Centre for Studies & Consultations                19 

1. In 2021, three Arab countries (Yemen, Egypt and Algeria) out of 19 have 

witnessed improvement in political stability. However, the improvement rate of 

Egypt and Algeria is decreasing annually, indicating that it may become 

negative in the next few years.  

2. It is noted that what applies to Egypt and Algeria almost applies to most Arab 

countries, in terms of the tendency of gradual decline in improvement  (as in 

Sudan or Kuwait), or in terms of getting worse, as is the case of Lebanon, 

Bahrain, Oman, UAE, Jordan, Palestine, and Libya. This means that the trend 

of worsening stability conditions has preceded the Covid-19 pandemic, and the 

latter has added a new factor of instability to the relevant sub-indices. 

3. If we calculate the total progress and decline of stability levels in 2021, we find 

that the overall total of all Arab countries is a drop in stability scores by a total 

of 20.2 points compared to 2020. 

 

Political Stability Indices in Non-Arab Regional Powers 

 

Table 12 reveals the values of the 

political stability index of the regional 

powers that have direct and continuous 

influence in Arab affairs. They are Israel, 

Turkey and Iran. The table indicates the 

following: 

1. The instability trend is equally increasing in two countries, Iran and Israel, 

although the total score of Israel’s stability index is higher than Iran’s. However, 

the growing points of instability in the two countries will be reflected in one 

way or another on the Arab region, thus increasing the tension there. 

2. Although Turkey has recorded a clear improvement in its stability index during 

the measurement period, it is noted that this improvement has declined in 2020 

and became negative in 2021. 

3. If we consider the mutual influence between Arab instability and the instability 

of non-Arab regional powers, this indicates that there will be more turmoil on 

the Arab and non-Arab sides. 

4. The US disengagement from the Middle East has created a geo-strategic vacuum 

that will be employed by rising powers (China and Russia). This may lead to 

the reconfiguration of traditional alliances, hence possible confrontations 
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between the forces of traditional regional alliances and the forces leaning to new 

alliances. As a result, the structural stability of the Middle East region will be 

effected, and the stability of each country depends on its proactive adaptation 

efforts that would absorb the effects of the upcoming transformations. 

 

Table 12: Non-Arab Regional Powers22 

 

 

* The total score indicates “instability.” 

** The highest is the worst. 

 

Recommendations 

 

Although we acknowledge that there are gaps in quantitative measurement 

methods, it rids society of the burdens of the “Cognitive Dissonance” theory,23 

which is based on mental deception resulting from the control of a certain idea 

or impression refuted by quantitative data. For ideological biases, country 

tendencies, emotional ties, charismatic fascination, or ethnic prejudice 

generally push individuals and leaders alike to fabricate interpretations of the 

reality consistent with the idea that dominates the individual or the leader. 

However, “strict scientific quantitative approaches” refine this view and 

neutralize its impact on the individual’s cognitive system. Therefore, it lays 

the sound basis of a “qualitative” analysis, and builds the most appropriate 

theories to understand our Arab landscape. It helps us to determine the 

achievements of each Arab country, on the one hand, and the achievements of 

the Arab region compared to the rest of the global geopolitical regions, on the 

other hand.  
 

 

Country 8101  1012 1010 1011 Result 
Total 

2021* 

Global 

Ranking of 

179 

countries** 

Iran +193 -192 -193 -191 -193 3493 136 

Turkey +191 +293 +196 -196 +396 5.95 122 

Israel +192 +192 -194 -193 -193 44 31 
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Based on that, we call for: 

1. Defining the positions and policies of Arab countries on the basis of 

quantitative approaches, similar to our study, in order to get rid of the quirks of 

artificial cognitive consistency. 

2. Arab powers to start developing proactive adaptive strategies to employ the 

geostrategic future shifts to their advantage. 

3. The need to be aware that since the non-Arab regional powers are competing 

to forge strategic partnerships or strategic understandings with the international 

forces advancing towards the region—after the US disengagement—this 

means that the least fortunate is Israel.24 For despite the development of its 

relations with China and the attempts 

to arrange its relations with Russia, 

Iranian relations with the two powers, 

as well as the Turkish relationship 

with Russia, indicates that they are 

ahead of Israel in this regard. Thus, 

Arab strategists are required to think 

of ways to employ this development 

for the benefit of the Arab side. This 

issue could be the focus of further 

scientific research.    
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