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“Mr. Abbas’s political strategy was premised on the notion that security
cooperation between the Palestinian Authority and the Israeli government would
make Israel feel safer and remove its primary justification for continuing to occupy
the West Bank, thereby clearing the way for a Palestinian state. Ironically, owing to
the success of his efforts, many Israelis have had the luxury of forgetting that there is

an occupation at all.”*
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Nathan Thrall. The Third Intifada is Inevitable. New York Times, June 22, 2012. 14
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“These days, everyone one from Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas to Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu says no to America without cost or

consequence. And failing in the Middle East or in any area emboldens others --

. . . »»16
Russians, Chinese -- to take us less seriously too.

Aaron David Miller. Why does America Keep Making the Same Mistakes? Foreign Policy, March 16
2, 2012.
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2012/03/01/why_does_america_keep_making_the same_mista
kes?page= 0,1 Last accessed on August 13, 2012.
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“With the Palestinians holding no cards and having no leverage, they come to the
table more as supplicants, than negotiators. And the Israelis who, for their part, hold
all the cards, and declare in advance, which cards are “off the table”; they do more

dictating than negotiating.”l7
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“For 60 years, my country, the United States, pursued stability at the expense of
democracy in this region, here in the Middle East, and we achieved neither,”19
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