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“(3aza Strip - The status of the Gaza Stipis a

final status issue to be resolved through
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**West Bank - Israeli-occupied with current status

subject to |sraeli-Palest nian Interim Agreement;

permanent status to be determined through
further negotiation.
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Source:Michael Ratner, “Natural Gas Discoveries in the Eastern Mediterranean,” Congressional Research
Service, 15/8/2016, https://fas.org/sgp/crs/mideast/R44591.pdf
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Source: Ellinas Charles, Roberts John and Tzimitras Harry, “Hydrocarbon Developments in the
Eastern Mediterranean,” Atlantic Council, August 2016.
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MEDITERRANEAN SEA

Offshore Gaza
Marine licence

i Gaza Marine I

EGYPT

Source: Shell divests offshore block in Palestine, site of Offshore Energy Today, 4/4/2018,
https://www.offshoreenergytoday.com/shell-divests-offshore-block-in-palestine/
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influence on regional states, while chapter five discussed the future of

Israeli influence on regional states in light of the new gas discoveries in

eastern Mediterranean basin. Finally, the author displayed the conclusion
of the study, and the most important results and recommendations. At the
end of the study, appendixes were added.

Based on the research, a number of conclusions have consequently

been inferred, including:

1.

Gas discoveries in the eastern Mediterranean will change the energy
future of the countries owning these resources, and will also have an
impact on the future of regional cooperation by making the region an
important gas basin.

Egypt holds the keys to the future of gas in the eastern Mediterranean,
as the country is in possession of the Zohr gas field, currently the
largest gas field in the entire Mediterranean.

Based on the discovery of new natural gas in Israel, and in order to
further protect its gas fields, it will establish the largest and most
advanced marine fleet in the eastern Mediterranean.

In light of the above, this study then proposes the following

recommendations:

1.

The international community should strive to support the Palestinian
people to get their full rights.

The maritime boundary must be determined and agreed upon.
Therefore, experts in diplomatic and military affairs should be involved
in helping Lebanon successfully get its full rights.
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Abstract

This study focuses on the exploitation of new gas discoveries that
have been taking place in the eastern Mediterranean, and their subsequent
impact on Israeli influence in the region.

These discoveries provide the first real opportunity for the Israelis to
make a foray into the Arab energy sector, the backbone of the economy
of Arab states, whereby Israel would transit from being a gas importer
to becoming a producer and exporter. However, these discoveries have
serious economic, strategic, and geopolitical implications on the region.
Therefore, Israel’s prominence would rise, and its influence and clout
would increase at the expense and detriment of the Arab balance of
power that has already eroded in favour of Israel. And another important
question is whether the discovery and exploitation of gas will force Israel
to enhance regional cooperation, or contribute to further conflict in the
region.

The overall key priority of this study has been to analyse and clarify
Israeli behaviour, attitudes, and policies towards these new gas discoveries,
1.e., will the latter be utilised for the benefit of generating sustainable local
development, or will they simply form part of the de facto acquisition and
control policy that Israel has pursued since its inception.

At the same time, the discovery of these gas deposits should provide
the Palestinians, Egyptians, Lebanese, Cypriots, Turks, and the European
Union an opportunity to put pressure on Israel, at a time the international
demand for Palestinians to exploit their natural resources has increased,
a matter that was endorsed by the United Nations, like all the peoples of
the world.

This study consists of five chapters, where chapter one tackles
the general framework of the study, chapter two discussed the Israeli
concept and potentials concerning the natural gas fields in the eastern
Mediterranean, and chapter three discussed the discovery of gas in the
eastern Mediterranean and its impact on influence and cooperation. As
for chapter four, it tackled the ramifications of gas discovery on Israeli
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