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The Palestinian Strategic Report Series

157. Mohsen Mohammad Saleh and Basheer M. Nafi, editors, The Palestinian
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systems of Israel has led to tensions and rejections. It has been based on:
religiosity, Zionist nationalism and some limited openness to modernity.

Religious Zionism has witnessed many changes. It began in the 1980s,
being moderate and assimilating secular elements within its ranks. The
disengagement hit hard religious Zionism, since the vast majority of the
evacuees were its affiliates, and this was a motive for its change and rise.
As aresult, it advocated for the Israeli annexation of the West Bank, after
the US President Donald Trump announced the “deal of the century.”

The study recommends the following: It is necessary to build a strategy
that deals with this dangerous development in Israeli policy, because the
Palestinians are the ones most affected by it, and due to the fact that
the religious Zionism project directly impacts the Palestine issue and its
liquidation attempts. It is important to remember that the rise of religious
Zionism is a major obstacle to any political progress in the present and
future. The study also recommends that clarifying this issue and its
seriousness must be done at all levels, especially among the youth. For
this segment is targeted more than others by the idea of immigration and
the lure of money. The resistance forces must know such a movement,
monitor its development and its affiliated movements in order not to be
deceived and lose what remains of the geostrategic Palestinian land. It
must be noted how all sectors of the Israeli society are being dragged,
politically and socially, towards the path defined by religious Zionism.
Its 2019 elections victory and alliance with global extremist forces must
alarm the Palestinians, for history may repeat itself. As a result, Palestine
may be totally occupied, under the pretext of implementing security plans
while having global and regional support, in addition there are plans
aiming to liquidate the Palestine issue.
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Abstract

This thesis aims to uncover new facts about religious Zionism, its
renewed role in Israeli politics and its socio-political transformations of
Israeli society. The two main determinants of this thesis are; a spatial one,
which is limited to Israel, and a temporal one, i.e., the 2000-2019 period.

This thesis studies the role of religious Zionism in changing the Israeli
system of government— through many political, legal and military
methods and levers—from being a parliamentary system into a one similar
to totalitarian regimes. The reason for this change was the weakness of
secular political parties and their dispersion, which facilitated the growth
and rise of religious Zionism along with its most radical and dangerous
thought.

The goals of this study are to identify religious Zionism and its influence
on the Israeli political life; its means and forms of interference in the
Israeli system of government; the implications of its control of Israeli
society and state; its participation in Israeli politics and the establishment
of the state; its impact on the erosion of the Israeli system of government
and its future; its rise and role in weakening the Israeli secular parties
and haredim, and the magnitude of its influence on politics and decision-
making at the expense of the secular trend, all during the 2000-2019
period.

The study uses the descriptive approach to define religious Zionism;
the analytical method to analyze the interaction between the political
components and the ensuing developments; comparison to identify the
differences between the secular and the religious movements, their
inter-relations and the motives for their competition; in addition to the
realistic theory, that is based on collective politics, selfishness, chaos and
political power. The study references are Hebrew language sources.

The study concludes that religious Zionism actually and deeply exists
in the Israeli political structure. It has emerged in the Israeli society after
the Israeli withdrawal from Sinai, and its integration with the general
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