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and that the political stances of the Palestinian factions were divergent.
Legally, the majority indicated that there were changes related to the

laws governing real estate ownership and travel documents.

3. All these changes had an impact on their Palestinian identity,
where war changed their priorities; anxiety and caution increased; and
social isolation increased, which made the identity take on a collective
national character when facing threats; as well as the emotional
attachment to the place of birth and upbringing, at the expense of
the homeland. The war changed also the image and social status of
Palestinians among Syrians, and part of the sample believed that there’s

a new kind of fusion between the Palestinian and Syrian identities.

4. The social rites of weddings, funeral gatherings, holidays...
have changed, and the practices that express identity (sit-ins, political
activities...) have also decreased, as well as the youth activities that
enhance the Palestinian identity. Majority of the sample agreed that the

Palestinian identity has become more fragmented.

5. The roles of Palestinian youth were affected as well, turning to
relief and volunteer work. The political marginalization of Palestinian
youth increased, as the Palestinian factions and their youth organizations

no longer meet their aspirations and achieve their hopes.

Keywords:

Palestinian identity Palestinian refugees Syrian war

youth
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Abstract

The Palestinian Identity Among Palestinians of Syria in Light of the
Changes Imposed by the Syrian War

A Study of the Views of Palestinian Youth Inside Syria

The study aimed to understand the views of Palestinian youth in
Syria on the concept of Palestinian identity, its dimensions and various
elements; on the changes of conditions of the Palestinians of Syria due
to Syria’s war and its repercussions; and on how the Palestinian identity
and related practices interacted with these changes. It also aimed at

understanding the role, aspirations and proposals of these youth.

An analytical descriptive approach was used in the study, and an
electronic questionnaire was shared with 752 participants. The study

reached a set of results, the most important of which are:

1. The majority of the respondents are aware of the concept of
identity with its various elements and components, but they had a
problem with separating the concept of national identity from its
nationalistic and religious dimensions. Most of them confirmed that
the Palestinian identity has a specificity that makes it possible to
distinguish it from other identities, and that they are aware of the crisis

that the Palestinian national identity has.

2. The Syrian war and its repercussions imposed a set of changes on
the conditions of the Palestinian refugees in Syria. The majority of the
sample agreed that the economic situation had deteriorated, and a set
of social changes occurred, most notably displacement and migration,

which affected the distribution of the Palestinian refugees inside Syria,
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