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Abstract

“The Settler State” in the West Bank

From a Settlement Project to a Parallel Entity

Thamer ‘Abdul Ghani Saba‘neh??

This study examines the transformation of the Israeli settlement project in
the West Bank (WB) from a collection of scattered settlements into a coherent
entity resembling a “settler state,” complete with its own security and economic
institutions and councils pursuing political agendas, operating semi-independently
yet fully supported by the Israeli state. The study demonstrates that this settler
entity has become a key actor in shaping Israeli policies, particularly through the
rise of extremist religious parties and their control over sensitive ministries such
as national security and finance. It also outlines mechanisms of territorial control,
the legalization of outposts through legislation, and the systematic escalation of
violence against Palestinians with the direct backing of the Israeli army. The study
concludes that the expansion of this “settler state” fundamentally undermines the
viability of a Palestinian state and entrenches an apartheid system on Palestinian
land, highlighting the need for a comprehensive Palestinian and international

strategy encompassing political, legal, and popular resistance.

Keywords
Settlements Settler State West Bank
Apartheid Religious Zionism Two-State Solution

International Law

Thamer ‘Abdul Ghani Saba‘neh, a native of Qabatiya in the Jenin district of Palestine, is a teacher and 38
former political prisoner who endured over eight years of detention in Israeli prisons. He earned an MA
in Political Planning and Development from An-Najah National University and has authored several
studies, research articles, and books. In addition, he has presented his work at a variety of academic

conferences.
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