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Gaza: Israeli forces leave Al-Shifa Hospital in ruins, site of Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans
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IFRC statement on the closure of Al-Amal Hospital in Gaza, site of International Federation of Red '?
Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC), 26/3/2024, https://www.ifrc.org/article/ifrc-statement-
closure-al-amal-hospital-gaza
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Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East
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UNRWA situation report #184 on the humanitarian crisis in the Gaza Strip and the West Bank,
including East Jerusalem, site of United Nations, 15/8/2025,
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Targeting the Health System in the Gaza Strip
The Consequences of Genocide and the Urgent Need for an International Response

Shaima’ Bassam Abu Sa‘dah”

Abstract

This paper analyzes the catastrophic collapse of the health system in the Gaza
Strip (GS), precipitated by the ongoing Israeli war since 7/10/2023 and the
imposed blockade. Hospitals, medical centers and healthcare personnel have been
systematically targeted. Consequently, the health sector faces an acute shortage of
medicines and essential supplies, coupled with a sharp rise in mortality rates.
Taken together, these practices represent a grave breach of international
humanitarian law and amount to a deliberate crime of health-related genocide.

With the destruction of hospitals and the disruption of medical staff operations, the
health system has been brought to the brink of total collapse. This occurs within the
framework of a deliberate Israeli strategy aimed at dismantling the healthcare
infrastructure, exerting continuous pressure on the population, and transforming
medical care into a calculated instrument of extermination targeting their very existence.

This paper offers a comprehensive analysis of these violations, emphasizing that
the targeting of the health system in GS extends beyond humanitarian concerns. It
reflects a deliberate strategic approach and demands urgent intervention at the
international, political and humanitarian levels to ensure the protection of civilians
and medical personnel and to restore the operational capacity of health facilities.
The paper also presents a set of practical alternatives and recommendations to
address the healthcare crisis and mitigate its repercussions.
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Gaza Strip Gaza Strip hospitals
: international :
genocide humanitarian law medical personnel
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