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Abstract

The Israeli Navy: An Expanding Operational Role Amid Limited Strategic

Effectiveness

Dr. Saleh al-Naami

The Israeli Navy has assumed an increasingly central role in Israel’s war effort,
surpassing that of any other branch of the Israeli military. This study examines
the factors driving its growing operational prominence, assesses its strategic
effectiveness, and evaluates its future role in addressing the threats and challenges

facing Israel, particularly following 72023/10/.

The study concludes that, despite the Navy’s expanding operational role, its
strategic effectiveness remains constrained by several factors. Chief among
these are the vulnerabilities of Israel’s supply networks, which are susceptible to

disruption and interdiction.

The study further argues that future developments are likely to generate new
threats that will further erode the Israeli Navy’s strategic effectiveness, particularly
if Israel continues to embrace the national security principles introduced by its

current prime minister, Benjamin Netanyahu.

The study also recommends that Arab and Muslim countries and non-state actors
that regard themselves as adversaries of Israel, or expect to become future targets
of Israeli actions, exploit Israel’s vulnerabilities in the maritime domain. Doing
so could increase Israel’s security and economic burdens, constrain its strategic

flexibility, and potentially compel it to moderate its confrontational policies.

Keywords: Israeli Navy, Military Force-Building Doctrines, Tiirkiye, Egypt,
Palestinian Resistance, Technological Developments, Normalization Agreements,

Gaza Strip
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