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Abstract

The Long Sixteenth Century and the War of Extermination on the GazaStrip

This paper examines the reasons behind Western support for and complicity in
the genocide in the Gaza Strip since 72023/10/, despite its apparent contradiction
with Western values. It situates these causes in the long sixteenth century, arguing
that colonialism emerged during this period, laying the foundations for modernity.
Colonialism was underpinned by discourses that distinguished the “civilized self”
from the “barbaric other,” providing a rhetorical framework that justified colonial
expansion.

The paper further contends that the Jewish Question arose from the economic and
social transformations in Europe during the long sixteenth century, which reduced
Jews to functionally marginalized groups and gave rise to non-Jewish Zionism,
advocating the displacement of Jewish communities on religious grounds. Over
time, Jewish Zionism aligned with Western colonial projects and became part of
them.

Finally, the study demonstrates that Western support is rooted in a “fundamental
comprehensive Zionist formula,” resulting in an implicit accord between the West
and Israel. Consequently, Israel’s acts of genocide do not conflict with Western
values but constitute an integral component of Western modernity.

Keywords:
Sixteenth Century Europe Colonialism
Israel Displacement Genocide

Gaza Strip
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