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In First, Police Let Jewish Visitors Take Printed Prayers into Temple Mount, site of The Times of [srael, 19
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Abstract

Al-Agsa Mosque in a Time of War:
How is Israel Accelerating the Reshaping of the Status Quo?
(Emergency Measures, Security, Incursions, Legislation

and the Erosion of Jordanian Custodianship)
Mazen ‘Abdul Mu‘ti al-Ja‘bari®

This paper argues that Israel has not regarded the state of war and emergency
as a temporary security condition separate from Jerusalem. Rather, it leveraged
the wartime environment as a political and security opportunity to accelerate a
cumulative process aimed at reshaping the status quo at al-Aqsa Mosque. By closing
the mosque, restricting worshippers’ access, and expanding Israeli police authority
over the regulation of movement and religious practice within the compound,
Israel’s policies have evolved beyond temporary security measures. Instead, they
represent a gradual but deliberate transfer of decision-making authority from the

Islamic Waqf and religious institutions to Israel’s security and sovereign apparatus.

The primary threat does not stem from any single measure, but from the
cumulative impact of interconnected policies that gradually hollow out the status
quo without formally declaring its abolition. These policies include restricting the
Islamic presence at the site, expanding Jewish incursions and rituals, transforming
the police into a tool for reengineering patterns of access, movement, and presence

within Al-Agsa Mosque, and seeking legislative and institutional legitimization

Researcher, writer and political analyst from Jerusalem. He holds an MA in Israeli Studies from the >°
Hebrew University of Jerusalem. With more than 25 years of experience in civil society and community
development in Jerusalem, his research focuses on Jerusalem, Israeli policies, education, Palestinian
institutions and broader political and social transformations. He has published numerous specialized
studies and articles on these issues.
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through initiatives such as amendments to the Law of Holy Places. Meanwhile, the
practical functions of Jordanian custodianship have continued to erode, even as its

formal recognition remains preserved in diplomatic discourse.

The developments surrounding the Flag March and efforts to facilitate
unprecedented incursions into al-Aqsa Mosque on Fridays are particularly
significant, as they reflectatransition in the al-Agsaissue from being driven primarily
by pressure from Temple groups to becoming part of a broader governmental
and political agenda. A petition signed by 22 Israeli politicians, including senior
ministers, indicates that an influential segment of Israel’s political establishment
increasingly views such incursions not as marginal religious acts, but as assertions

of Israeli sovereignty over Jerusalem.

The paper concludes that the most likely “scenario” is the continued gradual
erosion of the existing status quo, with the potential for sharp escalations triggered
by security developments, Israeli religious and national occasions or new legislative
measures. Therefore, addressing the al-Agsa issue requires a sustained political and
strategic approach rather than episodic responses. The developments underway
do not constitute the management of a temporary crisis; rather, they reflect an
attempt to redefine sovereignty over al-Agsa Mosque and transform its religious

and administrative arrangements.

Keywords:
Al-Agsa Mosque Status quo Emergency measures
War Jordanian custodianship Judaization
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