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Abstract
Sports and Competitions in the Arab—Israeli Conflict

Mahmoud ‘Abdou Salem*

Given the prominent role of sport in contemporary society and its increasingly
evident political influence throughout the twentieth century, this study examines
the function of sport and athletic competitions within the Arab—Israeli conflict. It
demonstrates that sport and its associated competitions have served as a significant
instrument in this conflict, as well as a vehicle for constructing national identity,
employed by both sides in their confrontation. Moreover, the study highlights
how the Arab side relied on "sports boycotts" to advance its political objectives,
in contrast to Israel’s adoption of a "sporting normalization" policy. It further
traces how the Arab—Israeli conflict manifested in sporting arenas and how its
characteristics and contradictions became entrenched over more than a century.
This trajectory culminated in Operation al-Agsa Flood and the recent war on

Gaza Strip.

Keywords

Boycott Movements | Sports Championships | Arab-Israeli Conflict Football

Sporting Normalization Palestine Israel

* Mahmoud ‘Abdou Salem: Egyptian researcher and writer, with several published works in politics and

intellectual thought, most notably his specialized writings on the Arab—Israeli conflict.
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