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The importance of the paper lies in its diagnosis and analysis of
the PA crisis, perhaps this will contribute to changing the current
situation and exiting the crisis. For the first step in any treatment
is a correct diagnosis. It is noted that this paper tends to criticize
the PA’s experience and not evaluate its positives and negatives.

The paper concludes that the PA is living in a structural
crisis, related to the corrosion of its legitimacy, and affecting
its political legality. If no work is done on constructing
a comprehensive harmonious national project, made up of most

of the Palestinian people, the crisis will continue.

Keywords:
Palestinian Authority Clientelism Political Legitimacy
Palestinian National Palestine Liberation . .
. .. Israeli Occupation
Council Organization
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Abstract

The Palestinian Authority
A Legality or Legitimacy Crisis?

The paper aims to study and analyze the legality crisis in the
Palestinian National Authority (PA), by raising a fundamental
question concerning the essence of the crisis, is it transient or
structural? From this question, a number of secondary questions
arise, related to how the PA had built its authority in light of
the structural crisis, and what were the mechanisms used to
impose its authority. The paper is concerned with diagnosing
the internal factors of the crisis, without ignoring the external
factors affecting the Palestinian situation; mainly the regional
tension between what are termed the “Refusal Front” and
the “moderation” axis, in addition to the pressure of Israeli
occupation, backed by the US. Yet the effective external factors
fall outside the topic of the paper, so the latter will basically
be concerned with the subjective factors, not because they are
more important than the external ones, for matters between
them overlap to the extent that it is difficult to separate them,
but rather in order to confine the topic. The paper argues that
the PA crisis is merely a structural comprehensive one, that
extends to the time before its establishment, one related to its
legality and legitimacy. It attempts to analyze the PA behavior
without abiding by the chronological order. It pursued the

historical analytical method, by reviewing related literature.
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