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| THE SYRIAN FRONT AT THE CEASE FIRE
’ OF 24 OCTOBER 1973

= Border between Israel and Syria, 1949-1967

2 Territory of the State of Israel from the *
cease fire after the Six- Day War of June
1967, until the Syrian attack on
6 October 1973 .

- Syrian territory held by Israel at the cease
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ISRAELI-SYRIAN
SEPARATION-OF-FORCES AGREEMENT,
MAY 31,1974

- 6,000 troops 75 tanks 36 short range cann

S Unlimited troops 450 tanks
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Southern Syria and the Risks of Israeli Control
Ibrahim Abdul Karim”

Abstract

This analytical and documentary study examines the landscape that Israel seeks to shape
and consolidate in southern Syria, with the aim of strengthening its control over the region
and leveraging this dominance to serve both its present and future interests. In this context,
the study considers multiple dimensions of southern Syria, including the strategic
environment facilitating Israeli expansion, the Tanakhic narratives that provide a backdrop
to such control, enduring Zionist ambitions, patterns of land ownership, and Jewish
settlement attempts in Hauran. It further addresses recurring claims to land by Jewish
entities and the occupation of the Golan as a component of Israel’s broader expansionist
trajectory. Moreover, the study analyzes recent developments in southern Syria, notably
Israel’s incursion into the buffer zone and the establishment of military bases and sites. It
examines prevailing Israeli practices, the enforcement of security zones, and the close
alignment of these measures with Israel’s evolving strategic posture toward Syria.
Attention is also given to the position of the Druze community within the Israeli security
framework and the subsequent security agreement between the new Syrian regime and
Israel. Finally, the study presents the Israeli assessment of threats in southern Syria.

The study concludes that Israel is advancing a perilous project, one that has resurfaced
repeatedly at various points in history, and which includes territorial ambitions in southern
Syria. To pursue this agenda, Israel mobilizes a range of justifications, strategic plans and
instruments of implementation, framing its influence in southern Syria as an initial step
within a broader scheme. Based on the available evidence, there is little to suggest that
Israel will refrain from exploiting opportunities that could enable it to advance to a new
phase of its expansionist ambitions.

Keywords
Syria Zionist ambitions | Israeli incursions Security agreement
Southern Syria Golan Al-Sweida Druze

* A Palestinian researcher based in Syria, specialized in Israeli affairs. Since 1980, he has been a full-time
researcher at Al-Ard Institute For Palestine Studies in Damascus, heading the editorial department from 1994
to 2021. He has lectured in academic and research institutions across Syria and internationally. A member of
The Arab Writers Union in Syria: Research and Studies Association since 1995 and the Palestinian Writers
Union since 1980. He has published 25 books and hundreds of research papers and studies, several of which
have appeared in the “Academic Papers” series, published by Al-Zaytouna Centre.
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