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Abstract

Israeli Monitoring of Jihadism Within the Syrian System
Ibrahim ‘Abdul Karim®

This paper examines a specific dimension of the current configurations and
orientations within the Syrian arena, focusing on jihadism in its various manifestations
as reflected in Israeli political, media and academic discourse. It offers a documented
analysis that combines descriptive and analytical approaches in order to provide a

structured understanding of how Israel frames and engages with this issue.

The study begins by outlining Israeli conceptualizations of jihadism, followed by a
series of applied cases within the Israeli perspective. These include characterizations
of al-Jolani/al-Sharaa’s jihadism, Hayat Tahrir al-Sham’s jihadism prior to its
seizure of power, and the religious and jihadist discourse in Syria during the state-
building phase. It further examines the jihadist dimension of the new Syrian order
as articulated in official Israeli discourse. The study then presents selected Israeli
references to Syrian religious and jihadist educational content, in addition to materials
drawn from publications and slogans associated with Syrian jihadist milieus. On this
basis, it seeks to delineate Israeli perceptions of objectives, trajectories, and policy

recommendations regarding the evolution of jihadism in Syria.

88 A Palestinian researcher based in Syria, specialized in Israeli affairs. Since 1980, he has been a full-time
researcher at Al-Ard Institute For Palestine Studies in Damascus, heading the editorial department from
1994 to 2021. He has lectured in academic and research institutions across Syria and internationally.
A member of The Arab Writers Union in Syria: Research and Studies Association since 1995 and the
Palestinian Writers Union since 1980. He has published 25 books and hundreds of research papers and

studies, among them Academic Papers at Al-Zaytouna Centre for Studies and Consultations.
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Finally, the paper argues that analyzing Israeli approaches to jithadism in Syria
contributes to a clearer understanding of how such perceptions inform and shape

Israel’s strategic decision-making and official policy orientations toward Syrian

affairs.
Keywords:
fjihadism al-Jolani al-Sharaa
Hayat Tahrir al-Sham new Syrian order jihadism in Syria

Israel and Syria
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