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Abstract

Israeli Legislation on the Death Penalty for Palestinian Prisoners

A Reading of the Historical and Political Context

Dr. Ilham Jabr Shamali®’

The Israeli right-wing parties have codified their discriminatory policies

toward Palestinians through the right-wing coalition government by enacting the
death-penalty law, which amounts to ethnic cleansing and apartheid against
Palestinians. The law further constrains and criminalizes Palestinian resistance.
Moreover, it demonstrates how the Israeli legal and judicial system is used as
an overt instrument of political retaliation, while misleading public opinion by
portraying Palestinian prisoners as criminals rather than as fighters resisting an

occupation that has systematically committed crimes against their people.

This paper examines the death-penalty law as one of Israel’s genocidal laws
enacted during the genocidal war on the Gaza Strip. Its adoption was expedited
to complete the Israeli legal and judicial framework governing Palestinians.
Accordingly, serious action by international legal and humanitarian institutions is
needed to halt the genocidal crimes carried out in Israeli prisons, including torture

and deliberate medical neglect, culminating in the enactment of the death-penalty
law in 2026.

Keywords:
Prisoners 7 October Israeli Death Penalty Law
Trial of the Elite Genocide War on Gaza
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