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Abstract

The Impact of the Israeli War on Societal Security in the Gaza Strip: A
Study on the Challenges of Disrupting Law Enforcement Agencies

2023-2025

Diya’ Na‘im al-Safadi’’ and Bakr ‘Abdul Hamid al-Dabous®

The Gaza Strip, a narrow and densely populated coastal enclave, has long
been a focal point of geopolitical and security tension. Over the years, the region
has endured numerous conflicts that have left deep marks on its social fabric
and infrastructure. With each round of military escalation, the crisis of societal

insecurity intensifies, extending its impact to law enforcement institutions.

Law enforcement bodies, including the civil police, security services and judicial
bodies, represent the fundamental cornerstone of public order and societal stability.
However, the disruption of these agencies during the Israeli war has resulted in
a profound humanitarian and institutional crisis, significantly weakening the
society’s capacity for resilience and recovery. These institutions have found
themselves caught between the hammer of external destruction and the anvil of

internal chaos.

The study reveals that the Israeli occupation has played a direct role in disabling
law enforcement by dismantling the formal security infrastructure and destroying

courthouses, public prosecution offices and the Bar Association. This has led to
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degree in Public Law from the Islamic University of Gaza (2023). Author of the book Israel wa al-Zaka’
al-Istina i (Israel and Artificial Intelligence), 2025. Al-Safadi as also published several peer-reviewed
articles and academic papers.
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Legal Assistant at the Palestinian Ministry of Finance since 2020, certified legal trainer at the Law and
Justice Center in Gaza since 2020, and legal lecturer at the Friends of the International Criminal Court

Foundation in Gaza since 2017.
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a forced withdrawal of security forces, a collapse in civil safety, the breakdown of

the penal system, widespread chaos, total paralysis of the justice apparatus, and the

undermining of citizens’ rights. The resulting legal and social repercussions have

been extensive and long-lasting.

Keywords:

Societal Security

Law Enforcement

Judiciary

Civil Police

Correction and
Rehabilitation Centers

Israeli Occupation

Gaza Strip
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