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Abstract

The Shift in American Sympathy Toward the Palestine Issue: An Analysis of
Public Opinion Dynamics and Partisan Polarization (2001-2026)

Dr. Dirar Mousa Abu Sisi®

This study examines the radical shift in American public sympathy toward the
Palestine issue from 2001 to 2026, focusing on the dynamics that led to a historic
reversal in February 2026, when sympathy for Palestinians (41%) surpassed
sympathy for Israelis (36%) for the first time in the history of Gallup’s annual
surveys. The shift continued to intensify during the first half of 2026. The study
employs a quantitative analytical methodology and time—series analysis, drawing
on data from 15 reliable sources including leading US public opinion polling

organizations such as Gallup, Pew Research Center, YouGov, NORC and others.

The study tests four hypotheses: (1) the shift is the result of long—term structural
developments that began in 2019, rather than a transient reaction to specific military
events; (2) the generational factor—specifically Generation Z—is the primary
driver of the shift; (3) partisan divisions over the Palestinian issue are widening;
and (4) religious affiliation remains influential, but its influence is eroding among
younger cohorts. The findings support these trends, 65% of Democrats sympathize
with the Palestinians, compared with 13% of Republicans, while a majority (53 %)

of those aged 18-34 report sympathy for Palestinians.

A Palestinian researcher and academic, he earned a PhD in Electrical Engineering, specializing in

power systems and networks, from the National Technical University of Ukraine in 1999. He has
extensive academic experience teaching political science, economics and business administration
and has supervised master’s programs at universities in Palestine and Lebanon. He is a member of
the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine (NASU) and the Institute of Electrical and Electronics
Engineers (IEEE). His research focuses on the quantitative analysis of political phenomena, public

opinion dynamics, and social transformation.
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However, the study relies on correlational data derived from cross—sectional

and time—series surveys, which indicate statistical associations rather than direct

causation. Consequently, the results are presented as indicative of a structural trend

that may encounter resistance from moderating variables, including the decentralized

U.S. electoral system—which over—represents rural constituencies traditionally

sympathetic to Israel—and the accumulated political capital of pro—Israel lobbying

groups. Furthermore, the shift appears to be expanding into unexpected demographic

groups, including older adults (55+), who showed the narrowest gap ever recorded

(18 points), and American Jews, who exhibited sharp internal divisions (with 61%

viewing Israel as having committed war crimes). These findings, read with the

requisite methodological caution, open new avenues for understanding the future

trajectory of US foreign policy toward the Middle East.

Keywords:

Amenc_ar} public Palestine issue sympathy partisan Generation Z putblle op1ion
opinion polarization dynamics
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