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Abstract

Neopatrimonialism in the Palestinian Authority

This paper aims to study and analyze the system of governance
in the Palestinian Authority (PA) from its inception in 1994 until
2020. It seeks to answer a central question related to the system
type of the PA. while exploring other sub—questions. primarily
how much neopatrimonialism (the new patrimonialism) applies
to the PA. The study uses an interdisciplinary methodology. with
areview of the literature on the topic and referring to publications
issued by the PA. in addition to interviewing and viewing in an

objective rather than a chronological sequence.

The theoretical importance of the study lies in affirming the
continuation of the PA neopatrimonial system of governance
from its inception until the writing of this study. The study
argues that the predicament the PA faces is a structural one. It has
preceded its establishment and was the result of the prevalence
of authoritarianism. which is one of the characteristics of the

neopatrimonial system of governance.

Keywords:
Governance System Palestinian Authority Neopatrimonialism
Oslo Accords Yasir ‘Arafat Mahmud ‘Abbas
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