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Introduction

Introduction

Praise be to Allah Who has granted me help in writing these memoirs
at 70 years of age; an age that Allah has bestowed on me, and during which
I have lived in contentment under His protection. I thank Him for His infinite
blessings; foremost among them, those of belief and of the Holy Qur’an. During
those years, I have walked in the steps of the Honored Messenger who likened
the period of a lifetime to a man who sought shade under a tree, then got up and
went on his way. I ask Allah that, on the Day of Resurrection, He will give me
shelter under His shade on the Day when there will be no shade but His.

First of all, I dedicate this book to the martyrs who met their death fighting in
Allah’s way, in defense of the land of the Isra’ and Mi‘raj (Prophet Muhammad’s
journey by night and ascension to the heavens). And I ask Allah Most High to let
me follow their path; He is the All-hearing, ready to answer prayers.

I also dedicate this book to my brothers in the Call to Islam and in the
Movement; with whom I have worked and whom I have loved for Allah’s sake;
as we worked together to offer a successful Islamic model that would realize
the hope of the Ummah (Muslim Nation) to liberate dear Palestine and establish
a divine and fair system for all of humanity. In such a system, humanity will
breathe freedom, social justice and respect of man, having uprooted oppression,
corruption and repression.

Furthermore, I dedicate this book to my small family. To my dear wife who
stood by me and supported me whenever I was exposed to danger, expulsion,
prison or house arrest. And to my dear sons and daughters who also endured
hardship with me. May Allah reward them all for that, in this life and in the
Hereafter.

I thank the dear brothers who encouraged me to publish these memoirs and
worked on their production. Among them dear Brother (‘A.) who worked with
me in all seriousness and determination during four continuous months, and
Brother ‘Abd al-‘Aziz, and all those who helped prepare and publish them. I ask
Allah to reward them for all that they had done.

Within its folds, this book carries only factual events that I have lived through,
ever since I opened my eyes to this world in our old house in al-Sa‘diyyah
neighborhood in Jerusalem, adjacent to the “Red Minaret.” This minaret was
the highest structure that I could see when I was a youngster, playing with other
children in the neighborhood, and when I became a student at elementary and
secondary levels. I later left Jerusalem and headed to Cairo where, over a period
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of six years, I studied engineering, developing a passion which became the
profession that I have practiced over the course of 30 years in Jordan. There,
I dedicated myself to the building of the East Ghor Canal (now known as the
King ‘Abdullah Canal), Khalid Ibn al-Walid Dam and King Talal Dam, Jordan’s
greatest project. I also had my private work, designing structures, buildings,
factories, mosques and schools with proficiency, integrity and dedication. Then
in Kuwait, I devoted myself to working in its municipality and in Kuwait’s
towers, as well as other projects.

As a member of the Jordan Engineers Association, I pride myself on having
worked with dear brothers on establishing a serious and clean syndicate working
system, securing benefits for all, which are now granted to tens of thousands of
engineers. In the Syndicate’s halls and corridors, I learned team work, honest
competition and freedom of work and expression, which I hope will soon flow
in the veins of dear Jordan and in the other Arab and Muslim countries.

I worked in various regions of Jordan, in particular, in its middle and north.
So I got to know its mountains and valleys, walking them with my feet, and
washing my face with the waters of the Zarqa and Yarmouk Rivers, when their
waters were clean and sparkling; before the curse of pollution got to them. In
Jordan, I was subjected to oppression from some people, for no reason except
that I loved both Jordan and Palestine, and I hated oppression and the ugly
Israeli occupation of the blessed land. It is this land where I wish to pray in
its al-Agsa Mosque once more before I die. This is the land that I left
40 years ago, and have not seen since. I pray that one day it will be liberated,
and one of my children or grandchildren will enter it and realize my final wish,
Insha’Allah (God Willing).

May Allah grant success to this endeavor.

Ibrahim Ghusheh
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