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Introduction

Introduction

The year 2010 marks the sixth year for The Palestinian Strategic Report. For
researchers, specialists and those who are interested in the Palestinian issue, it has
become an essential reference on the Palestinian studies. It offers an analytical
objective coverage of various events in the Palestinian arena, providing data,

surveys and precise updated figures.

The uniqueness and credibility of the Report made it one of the most important
Palestinian references worldwide. It became a must for specialists, experts
academicians, who are interested in the Palestinian issue; besides the libraries of

universities and research centers.

The internal Palestinian situation did not make any substantial progress during
2010. However, the reconciliation agreement was signed among the Palestinian
factions in May 2011. Nonetheless, no real changes were made during the rest of
the year; as the peace process reached a stalemate in 2010-2011, while the Israeli
side insisted on continuing construction and expanding settlements in the West
Bank.

2011 was the year of the “Arab Spring” in the Arab world. Several Arab countries
witnessed popular uprisings demanding either genuine reforms or changing the
political system. They achieved different levels of success in some countries, while
other countries of the region are still boiling, especially in Syria. A new map is
being formed in the Arab world, which will have a tremendous impact on the
Palestinian issue. Hence, it is still early to specify the expected changes. Yet, the
rise of the Islamists and the establishment of political systems that reflect the will
of the people, may lead to more supportive policies towards the Palestinian issue
and more independence in the process of decision making apart from the American

and western pressure.

This Report covers 2010 and almost the first three months of 2011. So, many
events which occurred in the rest of 2011, related to the Palestinian issue and
the impact of the “Arab Spring,” will be discussed thoroughly in The Palestinian
Strategic Report 2011/12.
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As for the English version, much effort was done, not only to give the right
and clear meaning, but also to bring the exact quotations from their English
original, besides making sure of using the right terminology for names, places and

organizations.

The Palestinian Strategic Report 2010/11 was written by 14 professors and
specialized experts. Al-Zaytouna consultants played an important role in evaluating,
developing, and refereeing the chapters of the Report. Special thanks should go to
al-Zaytouna Arabic and English assistant editors and the Archive Department team
who played a vital role in preparing the Report and putting it into shape. Deepest
gratitude is extended to our wonderful team of translators. Special thanks should
go to Mr. Tom Charles, whose valuable linguistic revision made the text more

comprehensible to native English speakers.

Finally, we thank everyone who encouraged and supported this Report. We are
always open to advice, guidance, and constructive criticism.

The Editor,
Dr. Mohsen Moh’d Saleh

26



This Report

The Palestinian Strategic Report 2010/11
is the sixth in a series of annual resourceful
scientific studies. The Report discusses the
developments of the Palestinian issue of this
period, in an objective and comprehensive
manner. The meticulous analytical reading of
events tries also to foresee the future. This
Report has become a basic reference in
Palestinian studies, it is a must read for all
those concerned.

An outstanding team of 14 academics and
experts contributed to this Report. It is divided
into eight chapters, that cover the internal
Palestinian situation, the Israeli scene and
the Israeli-Palestinian relations, the Arab,
Muslim and international stances toward the
Palestinian issue. This Report focuses also
on the issue of Jerusalem and the holy sites;
whereas, the demographic and economic
indicators are studied and analyzed in two
separate chapters.

As a serious addition to Palestinian
studies, those interested in this field,
including specialists, experts, libraries of
universities and research centers, should
have their copies of this Report.
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