


The Palestinian 
Strategic Report

2006

Al-Zaytouna Centre
For Studies & Consultations

Beirut - Lebanon



The Palestinian Strategic Report 2006
التقرير الا�ستراتيجي الفل�سطيني ل�سنة 2006

Editor:

Dr. Mohsen Moh’d Saleh

Arabic version published in 2007 

English version published in 2010 by:

Al-Zaytouna Centre for Studies and Consultations

P.O. Box: 14-5034, Beirut, Lebanon

Tel: +961 1 803644

Tel-fax: +961 1 803643

E-mail: info@alzaytouna.net 

Website: www.alzaytouna.net

ISBN 978-9953-500-66-9

© All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in 
retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any means without the prior written 
permission of the publisher. For further information regarding permission(s), 
please write to: info@alzaytouna.net 

The views expressed in this book are those of the authors alone. They do not 
necessarily reflect views of al-Zaytouna Centre for Studies and Consultations.

Designed by:
Marwa Ghalayini

Cover Design by:
Hareth Adlouni

Printed by:
Golden Vision s.a.r.l +961 1 820 434



The Palestinian Strategic R
eport 2006

Editor

Dr. Mohsen Moh’d Saleh

Consultants
Prof. Dr. ‘Abdel Wahab El-Messiri
Prof. Dr. Anis Sayigh
Mr. Moneer Shafiq

Writers

Mr. ‘Abdullah ‘Abd al-‘Aziz Najjar
Prof. Dr. ‘Abdullah al-Ahsan
Dr. Ahmad Mash‘al
Prof. Dr. Ahmad Sa‘id Nufal
Dr. Basheer Musa Nafi‘
Prof. Dr. Hasan Sayid Nafi‘a
Prof. Dr. Ibrahim Hassan Abu Jabir
Dr. Mohamed Noureddine
Dr. Mohsen Moh’d Saleh
Prof. Dr. Talal ‘Atrissi
Prof. Dr. Walid ‘Abd al-Hay

Assistant Editors 
(Arabic Version)

Ms. Ghina Jamal al-Din
Ms. Iqbal ‘Omeish
Ms. Mona Houri  
Mr. Wael Sa‘ad 

Translator

Prof. Hasan A. Ibrahim   

Assistant Editor
(English Version)  

Ms. Ghina Jamal al-Din

The Palestinian Strategic Report 
2006





5

Table of Contents

Table of Contents ...............................................................................................5
List of Tables .....................................................................................................11
List of Abbreviations .......................................................................................13
List of Contributors .........................................................................................15
Introduction .......................................................................................................21

Chapter One: The Internal Palestinian Scene: The Inevitability of 
Change and the Blockade

Introduction ........................................................................................................25
First: From the Elections to the Government .......................................................27
Second: The Siege ................................................................................................30
Third: The Conflict of Authorities .......................................................................34
Fourth: Security Tension .....................................................................................36
Fifth: The Resistance ...........................................................................................40
Sixth: Fatah and the PLO .....................................................................................42
Seventh: The National Dialogue and the Formation of a National Unity 
	    Government ..........................................................................................44
Conclusion ...........................................................................................................50

Chapter Two: The Israeli-Palestinian Scene: The Year of Confusion
Introduction ........................................................................................................57
First: The Internal Political Scene .......................................................................58
Second: Significant Population, Economic and Military Indicators ........................70

1. The Population Indicators ......................................................................70
2. The Economic Indicators ........................................................................73
3. The Military Indicators ...........................................................................78

Third: The Position of Israel towards the Victory of Hamas and its 
  Attempts to Topple its Government ..........................................................82
1. The Position of Israel towards the Victory of Hamas ............................82
2. The Attempts of Israel to Topple Hamas’ Government ..........................85

Fourth: The Israeli Aggression and the Palestinian Resistance ...........................89

Table of Contents



6

The Palestinian Strategic Report 2006

Fifth: The Peace Process and the Unilateral Withdrawal .....................................96
Conclusion .........................................................................................................106

Chapter Three: The Israeli War against Hizbullah and Lebanon

Introduction ......................................................................................................117
First: The Roots, Reasons and Motives ..............................................................118
Second: The Conduct of the War and the Positions of the Regional and 

    International Power ..............................................................................124
1. The Military Conduct of the War .........................................................125
2. The Political Management and the Development of Regional 

and International Positions ..................................................................127
Third: Results and Repercussions .....................................................................131

1. Locally .................................................................................................133
2. Regionally ............................................................................................136
3. Internationally ......................................................................................138

Conclusion .........................................................................................................138

Chapter Four: The Palestinian Issue and the Arab World

Introduction ......................................................................................................145
First: The Arab Position towards Hamas’ Victory in the Legislative 

Elections ..................................................................................................145
1. Official Arab Positions .........................................................................145
2. The Positions of the Arab Masses .........................................................147

Second: The Position of the Khartoum Arab Summit towards Hamas 
    and the Peace Settlement ......................................................................149

Third: The Positions and Roles of the Major Arab Powers ...............................151
1. The Position of Egypt ...........................................................................151
2. The Position of Jordan ..........................................................................156
3. The Position of Syria ............................................................................159
4. The Position of Lebanon .......................................................................163

Fourth: The Position of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia ......................................167
Fifth: Developments in the Area of Normalization with Israel .........................169
Conclusion .........................................................................................................176



7

Chapter Five: The Palestinian Issue and the Muslim World

Introduction ......................................................................................................181
First: The Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC) ..................................182
Second: Turkey ..................................................................................................188
Third: Iran .........................................................................................................195
Fourth: Pakistan ................................................................................................202
Conclusion .........................................................................................................206

Chapter Six: The Palestinian Issue and the International Setting

Introduction ......................................................................................................213
First: The United States of America ...................................................................214

1. Hamas’ Victory and the Formation of the Palestinian Government ......214
2. The Israeli-Lebanese War of July 2006 ................................................219
3. The Victory of the Democrats in the Congress Elections ......................221

Second: The European Union ............................................................................224
1. Hamas’ Victory .....................................................................................224
2. The Israeli-Lebanese War ....................................................................227

Third: Russia .....................................................................................................229
Fourth: China ....................................................................................................231
Fifth: Japan ........................................................................................................234
Sixth: International Scenario ..............................................................................237

1. The International Organizations ...........................................................237
2. Other International Forces.....................................................................240

Conclusion .........................................................................................................241

Chapter Seven: The Land and the Sanctuaries 

Introduction ......................................................................................................249
First: Jerusalem and the Sanctuaries ..................................................................249

1. Displacement of the Palestinians through the Withdrawal of 
the Right to Stay in Jerusalem ..............................................................250

2. Refusal of Building Permissions to the Palestinians of Jerusalem ......252
3. The Impact of the Separation Wall on Jerusalem ..................................253
4. The Violations and Excavations in the Sanctuaries ..............................256

Table of Contents



8

The Palestinian Strategic Report 2006

Second: The Separation Wall .............................................................................262
Third: The Israeli Expansionist Settlement .......................................................270
Fourth: Demolition of Houses ...........................................................................272
Fifth: Bulldozing Agricultural Lands and Uprooting the Trees ...........................273
Conclusion .........................................................................................................275

Chapter Eight: The Palestinian Demographic Indicators

Introduction ......................................................................................................281
First: The Palestinian Census Worldwide ..........................................................282
Second: The Demographic Characteristics of the Palestinians ...........................283

1. The WB and GS ....................................................................................283
2. 1948 Occupied Palestinian Lands (Israel) ............................................285
3. Jordan ...................................................................................................285
4. Syria .....................................................................................................286
5. Lebanon ................................................................................................286
6. General Comparisons between the Palestinians ..................................286

Third: The Palestinian Refugees ........................................................................289
Fourth: Population Growth Trends ....................................................................291
Fifth: The Controversy over the Numbers of Palestinians in Historical 

Palestine, especially in the WB and GS ..................................................293
Sixth: The Israeli Repressive Measures and their Impact on the 

Palestinian Demography across the Green Line and in the WB and GS ...297
Seventh: The Diaspora Palestinians and the Right of Return .............................300
Conclusion .........................................................................................................302

Chapter Nine: The Economic Conditions in the West Bank
                          and Gaza Strip 

Introduction ......................................................................................................307
First: National Accounts ....................................................................................309
Second: Economic Sectors .................................................................................309

1. Agriculture and Fishing ........................................................................310
2. Mining, Manufacturing, Electricity and Water ....................................310
3. Construction .........................................................................................310
4. Wholesale and Retail Trade ..................................................................312



9

5. Transport, Storage and Communication ...............................................312
6. Financial Intermediation ......................................................................312
7. Services ................................................................................................313
8. Public Administration and Defense ......................................................314

Third: The GDP per Capita ...............................................................................314
Fourth: Public Finance ......................................................................................315

1. Public Revenues ...................................................................................318
2. Public Expenditures .............................................................................318
3. The Revenues of the Palestinian Authority ...........................................319
4. The Palestinian Authority Debt ............................................................322

Fifth: The Palestinian Banking Sector ...............................................................323
Sixth: Consumer Price Index .............................................................................325
Seventh: The Standards of Living ......................................................................326
Eighth: The Salaries’ Crisis ...............................................................................327
Ninth: The Labor Market ...................................................................................328
Tenth: Palestine Securities Exchange ................................................................329
Eleventh: The Foreign Trade .............................................................................330
Twelfth: The Economic Development Potentials of the 
               Palestinian Territories ..........................................................................333
Thirteenth: Termination of the Linkage of the Palestinian 
                     Economy to the Israeli Economy ..................................................335
Conclusion .........................................................................................................337

Table of Contents





11

List of Tables

Table 1/1: A Sample of an Opinion Poll on the Popularity of Fatah and Hamas ........27
Table 2/1: Results of the Palestinian Legislative Elections in the WB and GS 2006 ....28
Table 3/1: The Total Number of the Victims of Security Unrest in GS 2002-2006 ...38
Table 4/1: Incidents of the State of Insecurity and Internal Violence in GS 2006 ..39
Table 1/2: A Comparison between the Election Results of the 16th and 17th 
	     Knesset ................................................................................................63
Table 2/2: The Results of the Elections of the 17th Knesset in the Arab Quarters ......68
Table 3/2: Population of Israel 2000-2006 ...........................................................71
Table 4/2: Number of Jewish Immigrants to Israel 1989-2006 ...........................72
Table 5/2: Israeli Gross Domestic Product and Gross National Income 
	      (GNI) 2000-2006 .................................................................................73
Table 6/2: Total Israeli Exports and Imports 2003-2006 ......................................74
Table 7/2: Israeli Exports and Imports with Selected Countries 2003-2006 .....76
Table 8/2: Israeli Exports by Commodity Group 2005-2006 ..............................78
Table 9/2: Israeli Imports by Commodity Group 2005-2006 ..............................78
Table 10/2: Official Israeli Military Expenditure 2000-2006 ..............................80
Table 11/2: The Killed and Wounded among the Palestinians and the Israelis 
	        2004-2006 .........................................................................................91
Table 12/2: The Prisoners and the Detainees in the Israeli Jails 2006.....................94
Table 13/2: The Prisoners and the Detainees in the Israeli Jails according 
	        to Geographic Locations by the End of 2006 ...................................94
Table 14/2: The Prisoners and the Detainees in the Israeli Jails according 
	        to their Legal Status by the End of 2006 ..........................................94
Table 1/4: Israeli Exports and Imports with Some Arab Countries 2003-2006 ...173
Table 1/5: The Israeli Trade with a Number of Non-Arab Muslim Countries 
	      2003-2006 .........................................................................................186
Table 1/7: Statistics on Revocation of Residency Rights 2003-2006 ................251
Table 2/7: Classification of Landuse/ Landcover Area Isolated behind the 
	      Separation Wall in Jerusalem Governorate ......................................253
Table 3/7: Construction Progress of the Separation Wall in Jerusalem .............254
Table 4/7: The Development of the Construction of the Separation Wall in 
	      the WB ..............................................................................................262

List of Tables



12

The Palestinian Strategic Report 2006

Table 5/7: Construction Progress of the Separation Wall ..................................263
Table 6/7: The Gates of the Separation Wall according to Districts ..................267
Table 7/7: The Average of Water Consumption per Capita in Palestine 
	       and Israel ..........................................................................................268
Table 8/7: Number of the New Housing Units in the Settlements 2001-2006 ......270
Table 1/8: The Distribution of the Palestinian Population Worldwide 
	      according to their Places of Residence by the End of 2006 .............282
Table 2/8: Selected Demographic Indicators for the Palestinians according 
	      to the Place of Residence ..................................................................287
Table 3/8: Number of Refugees Registered by UNRWA in Different Areas 
	      until 31/12/2006 ...............................................................................290
Table 1/9: GDP in the WB and GS by Economic Activity for the Quarters 
	      of Year 2006 ......................................................................................311
Table 2/9: GDP per Capita by the Quarters of Years 2004-2006 ..........................315
Table 3/9: The Financial Status of the PA 2005-2006 ........................................316
Table 4/9: Preliminary Estimates of the Revenues and Expenditures 2006 ......317
Table 5/9: Donations of the Donor States 2005-2006 ........................................320
Table 6/9: The Status of the Public Debt 2003-2006 .........................................322
Table 7/9: Development of the Functioning Banks and their Branches in 
	      Palestine 2004-2006 ..........................................................................323
Table 8/9: Banks Deposits and Facilities in the Palestinian Territories 
	      2001-2006 ........................................................................................324
Table 9/9: The General Trend of the Consumer Price Index for the Month 
	      of October 1997-2006 ......................................................................325
Table 10/9: The Numbers of the Employees of the PA for Different Periods 
	        2005-2006 .......................................................................................328
Table 11/9: Total Value of Exports, Imports, Net Balance and Transaction 
	       Trade for the WB and GS according to the PCBS 1995-2005 ........331
Table 12/9: Total Value of Exports and Imports for the WB and GS 
	        according to the IMF 1999-2006 ....................................................333



13

List of Abbreviations

AEI			   American Enterprise Institute
AKP			   Justice and Development Party (Adalet ve Kalkinma Partisi)
ARIJ			   Applied Research Institute of Jerusalem
CBS			   Central Bureau of Statistics
EU			   European Union
Fatah			   Palestinian National Liberation Movement
GCC			   Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf
GDP			   Gross Domestic Product
GNI			   Gross National Income
GS			   Gaza Strip
Hamas			  Islamic Resistance Movement
ICG			   International Crisis Group
ICJ			   International Court of Justice
IDB			   Islamic Development Bank
IMF			   International Monetary Fund
MOT			   Museum of Tolerance
NATO			  North Atlantic Treaty Organization
OIC			   Organization of the Islamic Conference
OCHA			  The United Nations Office for the Coordination of 
			   Humanitarian Affairs
PA			   Palestinian Authority
PCBS			   Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics
PICCR			  Palestinian Independent Commission for Citizens’ Rights
PLC			   Palestinian Legislative Council
PMA			   Palestinian Monetary Authority
PNC			   Palestinian National Council
PFLP			   Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine
PFLP-GC		  Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine - General 
			   Command
PLO			   Palestinian Liberation Organization
TOBB			   Union of Chambers and Commodity Exchanges of Turkey
QIZ Agreement	 Qualified Industrial Zone Agreement
Shabak			  Israel Security Agency

List of Abbreviations



14

The Palestinian Strategic Report 2006

UK			   United Kingdom
UNHCR		  The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
UNIFIL		  United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon
UNRWA		  United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 
			   Refugees in the Near East
USA			   United States of America
WAFA			  Palestine News Agency
WB			   West Bank



15

Chapter One:
 The Internal 
Palestinian Scene:
The Inevitability 
of Change and the 
Blockade

Basheer Musa Nafi‘, Ph.D., is a lecturer in Islamic history 
and Islamic studies, Birkbeck College, University of 
London.  He published many articles in Arabic and English 
in academic periodicals on the history of Arab nationalism, 
the history of the Palestinian issue, contemporary Islam and 
the intellectual history of Islam, including  al-Muntaqa, 
al-Insan, Qira’at Siyasiyah, al-Ijtihad and Marasid.  The 
English academic periodicals include The Arab Review, 
Islamic Studies, The Muslim World, Journal of Islamic 
Studies, Middle East Affairs Journal, The Arab Studies 
Quarterly, International Journal of Middle East Studies, 
Die Welt de Islams, Islamic Law and Society and Journal 
of Qur’anic Studies.
Dr. Nafi‘ authored in Arabic al-Imbiryaliyah wa al-Sahuniyah 
wa al-Qadiyah al-Filastiniyah (Imperialism, Zionism and 
the Palestinian Issue), and al-Iraq: Siyaqat al-Wihdah wa 
al-Inqisam (Iraq: Unity and Schism Scenario). He wrote in 
English Arabism, Islamism and the Palestine Question: 
1908-1941 and The Rise and Decline of the Arab-Islamic 
Reform Movement, and co-edited Islamic Thought in the 
Twentieth Century: Thematic Studies.

Chapter Two:
The Israeli - 
Palestinian Scene:
The Year of 
Confusion

Mohsen Moh’d Saleh, Ph.D., is an associate professor 
of Modern and Contemporary Arab History, the 
general manager of al-Zaytouna Centre for Studies and 
Consultations, editor-in-chief of the annual Palestinian 
Strategic Report, former head of Department of History 
and Civilization at the International Islamic University 
Malaysia (IIUM), and former executive manager of Middle 
East Studies Center in Amman. He was granted the Bait 
al-Maqdis (Jerusalem) award for Young Muslims Scholars 
in 1997 and the Excellent Teaching Award (College level), 
given by IIUM in 2002. Dr. Mohsen is the author of 10 
books and some of his books are translated into several 
languages. He contributed chapters to seven books. He is

List of Contributors

List of Contributors



16

The Palestinian Strategic Report 2006

the editor/co-editor of 15 books. Dr. Mohsen is the editor 
of electronic daily “Palestine Today,” which has so far 
published more than 1,400 issues. He has published many 
articles in refereed scholarly journals and magazines. He 
has presented papers at innumerable academic local and 
international conferences and seminars. He is a frequent 
commentator on current issues on broadcasting media.

Chapter Three:
The Israeli War 
against Hizbullah 
and Lebanon

Hasan Sayid Nafi‘a, Ph.D., is a professor and head of 
the Political Science Department at Cairo University. He 
obtained his Ph.D. in Political Science from Université 
Paris Sorbonne-Paris IV. He was awarded the State’s 
Encouragement Prize in Social Sciences for the year 2004 
and the State’s Encouragement Prize in Political Science for 
the year 1997. He was a visiting professor at the Universities 
of California, Maryland and Columbia. He is a member of 
the Political Science Committee of the Egyptian Supreme 
Council for Culture and an elected board member of the 
Egyptian Council on Foreign Affairs. Dr. Nafi‘a published 
many books and articles. Amongst his books are al-Ittihad 
al-Orobbi wa al-Durus al-Mustafadah ‘Arabiyan (The 
European Union and the Lessons Learned by the Arabs), 
Islah al-Umam al-Muttahidah (Reform of the United 
Nations), Mu‘jam al-Nuzum al-Siyasiyah al-Libraliyah 
fi Orobba al-Gharbiyah wa Amrika al-Shamaliyah (The 
Lexicon of the Liberal Political System in Western Europe 
and Northern America), Misr wa al-Sira‘ al-‘Arabi al-Israeli 
(Egypt and the Israeli-Arab Conflict), and al-‘Arab wa 
al-Unesco (The Arabs and the UNESCO).

Chapter Four:
The Palestinian 
Issue and the 
Arab World

Ahmad Sa‘id Nufal, Ph.D., is a professor in the Department 
of the Political Sciences at Yarmouk University, Jordan. He 
has a Ph.D. degree in International Politics from Université 
Paris Sorbonne-Paris IV, and a Ph.D. degree in Political 
Sciences from Cairo University. He taught at Jordan Institute 
of Diplomacy, Université Paris Descartes, Université



17

de Versailles Saint-Quentin-en-Yvelines, University of 
Toronto, and Kuwait University. He has authored 
and co-authored a number of books, and published 
several studies. His publications include Mashakil Tadris 
al-Qadiyah al-Filastiniyah fi al-Jami‘at al-‘Arabiyah 
(Teaching Problems of the Palestinian Issue in the Arab 
Universities), al-Watan al-‘Arabi wa al-Tahaddiyat 
al-Mu‘asirah (The Arab Homeland and Contemporary 
Challenges), Mustaqbal Qadiyat al-Quds min al-Manzur 
al-Israeli (The Future of the Jerusalem Issue from the 
Israeli Perspective), and Dawr Israel fi Taftit al-Watan 
al-‘Arabi (The Role of Israel in Fragmenting the Arab 
World).

Chapter Five:
The Palestinian 
Issue and the 
Muslim World

 Organization of٭
Islamic Conference

Pakistan٭

‘Abdullah al-Ahsan, Ph.D., is a professor of Modern 
and Contemporary History in the History and Civilization 
Department at the International Islamic University 
Malaysia. He had his Ph.D.  from University of Michigan, 
USA, 1985. His dissertation was on the Organization of 
Islamic Conference. He published numerous articles and 
studies on the Organization of Islamic Conference and on 
Pakistani issues.

Turkey٭ Mohamed Noureddine, Ph.D., is a teacher of History 
and Turkish language at the Faculty of Literature and 
Humanities, Lebanese University. A specialized researcher in 
Turkish issues. His publications include Turkia fi al-Zaman 
al-Mutahawwil (Turkey in Changing Times), Qubba‘ah wa 
‘Amamah: Madkhal ila al-Harakat al-Islamiyah fi Turkia 
(A Hat and a Turban: Introduction to Islamic Movements 
in Turkey), Turkia: al-Jumhuriyah al-Ha’irah (Turkey: 
the Confused Republic), Hijab wa Hirab: al-Kamaliyah 
wa Azamat al-Hawiyah fi Turkia (Headscarf and Spears: 
Kemalism and Identity Crises in Turkey), and Turkia: 
al-Sighah wa al-Dawr (Turkey: the Form and the Role).   

List of Contributors



18

The Palestinian Strategic Report 2006

Iran٭

Talal ‘Atrissi, Ph.D., is a professor at the Lebanese 
University and teaches both Educational Sociology and Social 
Psychology. He obtained his Ph.D. in Educational Sociology 
from Université Paris Sorbonne-Paris IV. He is a former dean 
of the Faculty of Social Sciences in the Lebanese University 
and a former general director of the Center for Strategic 
Studies, Research, and Documentation (CSSRD), Beirut. He 
is a specialized researcher in the Iranian affairs; He published a 
number of books, studies and articles; Al-Bi‘that al-Yasu‘iyah 
wa Muhimmat I‘dad al-Nukhbah al-Siyasiyah fi Lubnan 
(Jesuit Missions and the Task of Preparing Political Elite in 
Lebanon), al-Harakat al-Islamiyah fi Muwajahat al-Taswiyah 
(Islamic Movements in Opposition to Peace Settlements), 
Dawlah bila Rijal: Jadal al-Siyadah wa al-Islah fi al-Sharq 
al-Awsat (A State without Men: Rule and Reform Controversy 
in the Middle East), and Al-Jumhuriyah al-Sa‘bah: Iran fi 
Tahawwulatiha al-Dakhiliyah wa Siyasatiha al-Iqlimiyah 
(The Hard Republic: Iran in its Internal Changes and Regional 
Politics).

Chapter Six:
The Palestinian 
Issue and the 
International 
Setting

Walid ‘Abd al-Hay, Ph.D., is a professor of Political 
Sciences at Yarmouk University, Jordan. He had his Ph.D. 
degree in Political Sciences from Cairo University and had 
taught at several universities. He is the former head of the 
Department of Political Sciences at Yarmouk University. 
Currently, he is a consultant for studies and researches at 
the Higher Media Council, Jordan. He published 15 books 
mostly focused on futuristic studies in theory and application. 
His books include: al-Dirasat al-Mustaqbaliyah fi al-‘Alakat 
al-Duwaliyah (Futuristic Studies in International Relations),   
al-Dirasat al-Mustaqbaliyah fi al-‘Ulum al-Siyasiyah 
(Futuristic Studies in Political Sciences) and Al-Makanah 
al-Mustaqbaliyah li al-Sin ‘Ala Sullam al-Qiwa al-Duwali 
1978-2010 (The Futuristic Status of China in the International 
Power Scale 1978-2010). He has translated many books and 
studies, and published more than 50 researches in refereed 
academic journals.



19

Chapter Seven:
The Land and the 
Sanctuaries

Ibrahim Hassan Abu Jabir, Ph.D. is a professor and 
the director of the Center for Contemporary Studies, 
Umm al-Fahm. He got his Ph.D. from Goethe-Universität 
Frankfurt in 1990. He worked for five years at Ben-Gurion 
University, and subsequently joined the Da‘wah College 
in Umm al-Fahm. He published many books and studies, 
including al-Quds fi Da’irat al-Hadath (Jerusalem in the 
Spot Light), Mawsu‘at Jurh al-Nakbah (The Scar of the 
Catastrophe Encyclopedia), Intifadat al-Quds wa al-Aqsa 
(The Jerusalem and the Aqsa Uprising), al-Jidar al-Fasil 
(The Separation Wall), Khuttat Kharitat al-Tariq (The Road 
Map Plan), Mustaqbal al-Quds wa Subul Inqadha min 
al-Tahwid (The Future of Jerusalem and Ways of Saving it 
from Judaization), Kafr Qasim al-Madi wa al-Hadir (Kafr 
Qassem: The Past and the Future), Khuttat al-Infisal ‘an 
Ghazzah (Gaza Disengagement Plan) and al-Batalah fi 
al-Mujtama‘ al-‘Arabi fi al-Bilad (Unemployment in the 
Arab Society in Palestine 1948).

Chapter Eight:
The Palestinian 
Demographic 
Indicators

‘Abdullah ‘Abd al-‘Aziz Najjar, M.A., acting general 
director of the Censuses Directorate in the Palestinian Central 
Bureau of Statistics in Ramallah. He was a technical director 
and deputy executive director of Census in 1997. He holds 
two master degrees in Population Studies and in Economics 
and Statistics from the Jordanian University. He is a former 
lecturer at al-Andalus College in Amman and a former 
lecturer at Birzeit University. He participated in preparing 
several teaching and training curricula and participated in 
several regional and international conferences. 

List of Contributors



20

The Palestinian Strategic Report 2006

Chapter Nine
The Economic 
Conditions in the 
West Bank and 
Gaza Strip

Ahmad Mash‘al, Ph.D., is an associate professor in 
economics and an assistant director of the Arab Open 
University (Jordan Branch). He obtained his Ph.D. 
degree from the University of Illinois, and is specialized 
in economic analysis. He was the former director of The 
Center for Studies, Consultations, & Community Services 
at Al-Zaytoonah Private University of Jordan. He was also 
the deputy director of Research and Financial Planning 
Department in the Arab Bank of Amman; and worked as an 
economic consultant and director of Research and Monetary 
Policies Department at the Palestine Monetary Authority.



2121

Introduction

Introduction

After the success of its first Report of 2005, al-Zaytouna Centre is pleased to 
issue the Palestinian Strategic Report 2006 (PSR 2006). We are deeply indebted 
to all our colleagues and writers whose remarks, comments and notes were of the 
utmost use to us.

This Report monitors and analyzes the internal Palestinian situation, the Israeli 
scene, the Israeli aggression on land and man, and the peace settlement track. It 
discusses the Palestinian demographic indicators, the economy in the West Bank (WB) 
and Gaza Strip (GS). It focuses on the Arab, Islamic and international stances towards 
the Palestinian issue. This year the Report dedicated a chapter for discussing the Land 
and the Sanctuaries and another one for the Israeli war on Hizbullah and Lebanon.

Eleven distinguished experts contributed to this Report, besides our consultants 
who gave their important remarks. All this helped us to elevate and enhance this 
edition in comparison to that of the previous year.

PSR 2006 traces the major track of 2006 events; it combines the latest up to 
date detailed information, analysis and forecast. This Report was written according 
to the basics of scientific research methodology. Sensitive issues were discussed 
with neutrality and without any preconceived ideas.

We acknowledge with appreciation al-Zaytouna’s research assistants; Wa’el 
Sa‘d, Ghina Jamal al-Din, Iqbal ‘Omeish and Mona Houri; who helped in providing 
the scientific data, editing and reviewing the chapters and in executing required 
modifications.

In the end, we thank everyone who supported this Report and encouraged its 
continuation. Undoubtedly, we are always open to advice, suggestion or critique.

								         The Editor,

Dr. Mohsen Saleh








