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Introduction

Introduction

After the success of its first Report of 2005, al-Zaytouna Centre is pleased to
issue the Palestinian Strategic Report 2006 (PSR 2006). We are deeply indebted
to all our colleagues and writers whose remarks, comments and notes were of the

utmost use to us.

This Report monitors and analyzes the internal Palestinian situation, the Israeli
scene, the Israeli aggression on land and man, and the peace settlement track. It
discusses the Palestinian demographic indicators, the economy in the West Bank (WB)
and Gaza Strip (GS). It focuses on the Arab, Islamic and international stances towards
the Palestinian issue. This year the Report dedicated a chapter for discussing the Land
and the Sanctuaries and another one for the Israeli war on Hizbullah and Lebanon.

Eleven distinguished experts contributed to this Report, besides our consultants
who gave their important remarks. All this helped us to elevate and enhance this
edition in comparison to that of the previous year.

PSR 2006 traces the major track of 2006 events; it combines the latest up to
date detailed information, analysis and forecast. This Report was written according
to the basics of scientific research methodology. Sensitive issues were discussed

with neutrality and without any preconceived ideas.

We acknowledge with appreciation al-Zaytouna’s research assistants; Wa’el
Sa‘d, Ghina Jamal al-Din, Igbal ‘Omeish and Mona Houri; who helped in providing
the scientific data, editing and reviewing the chapters and in executing required

modifications.

In the end, we thank everyone who supported this Report and encouraged its

continuation. Undoubtedly, we are always open to advice, suggestion or critique.

The Editor,
Dr. Mohsen Saleh
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