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The land of Palestine is holy and blessed. It is an Arab and Muslim land
whose people have made great sacrifices to liberate and safeguard it. But the
Zionist project, backed by the major powers, proved to be more than their
capacities and capabilities could overcome.

The contemporary Palestinian resistance (PLO and Palestinian resistance
groups) now leading the Palestinian front, have also made great sacrifices, and
fought to entrench the national Palestinian identity. Though the Palestinian
resistance won the recognition of most countries, it suffered many pressures

that weakened its efforts and ability to achieve its goals, including:

— The Approach: Palestinian resistance factions initially adopted a secular
ideology, ranging from nationalism and pan-Arabism, to various leftwing
ideologies. It did not adopt the Islamic approach which is more capable of
mobilizing the Muslim Ummah and rallying its energies, and unifying it against
Zionist project. The PLO approach tended always to cave into pressure and the
requirements of immediate concerns, and to remain in the spotlight even if at the
expense of core principles and the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people.
As a result, the political demands of the Palestinian leadership shrank over
time: From the full liberation of Palestine and the expulsion of the usurpers,
to the democratic state that accommodates both Arabs and Zionist aggressors,
and consenting to the “right” of the Israelis to 77% of the land of Palestine, and
finally, to agreeing to self-rule in the WB and GS under the Oslo Accords.

— The Leadership: The Palestinian political leadership has lacked harmony, and
suffered from divergent objectives and the need to take into account the desires
of Arab and international parties at the expense of the priorities of the Palestinian
issue. The Palestinian leadership did not respect the principles of institutionalized
action. The leader of Fatah and the PLO held on to all powers, controlling both
political decision-making and financial matters, in addition to security and
military institutions. This meant that Palestinian action fundamentally depended
on the initiatives of “the leader.” This led to paralysis and widespread cronyism,
and undermined the structure of the Palestinian revolution, with many competent

leaders and members driven away or excluded.
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— The Institutions: The ineffective conduct of the Palestinian leadership weakened
Palestinian institutional work. It also disabled the PNC, which then failed to
fulfill its role in oversight and accountability. The PLO’s role declined, and
the organization was effectively placed into “intensive care,” while the role of
the PA swelled. After that, the PA found itself hostage to US-Israeli pressure
and decisions. The role of other important institutions in the PLO declined
as well, such as the National Fund, the Research Center, the institutions for
martyrs’ welfare, SAMED (Palestine Martyrs Works Society), the planning
department, and others. Over time, control of Palestinian action fell to a handful
of individuals, who gave themselves the right to decide the fate of the most

important issue of the Arab and Islamic worlds in modern history.

— The Palestinian revolution suffered much from supposed Arab friends. It shed
blood and great efforts in its battles with the regimes that sought to subdue
the Palestinian revolution, or seize it and speak on its behalf or even sidestep
it. This also weakened the revolution, squandered its energies, and prevented
it from engaging in armed resistance abroad, confining its activities to the

realm of what is “politically possible.”

Theresistant movement (especially the Islamic trend), took on incontrovertible
roles in resistance against the Zionist project. However, this movement was
met with attempts to uproot it, distort its goals, or marginalize it, whether in

Palestine, the Arab world, or beyond. Yet the movement is required to:

— Carefully develop its vision and strategy, both in the immediate and long
terms, for how it intends to confront Israel and liberate Palestine. It must also
carefully gather the facts, analyze them, study the complexities, monitor local,
regional, and international developments, and provide realistic solutions that

draw inspiration from the Islamic model and rally the masses.

— Expand the circle of interaction with the Palestinian issue, to bring together
the Palestinian, Arab, Islamic, and global dimensions of solidarity in a positive

and harmonious way, while developing the means conducive to achieving this.

— Develop its organizational and advisory bodies, its leaders’ competencies,
and take better advantage of the nation’s capabilities. In addition, it must
carry out a smooth and sound process of handing over leadership to current

and future generations.
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— Exhausting more efforts in rallying the support of the international
community, and all people (from different religions, races and nationalities)

who are peace, freedom and justice lovers.

— Stick closer to the concerns of the masses and their suffering, and offer
services and reach out to them, while turning the cause of liberating Palestine

into a daily concern shared by all.

— Keep the resistance alive, along with the voice of righteousness that would

never relinquish Palestine, no matter the sacrifices.

Palestininas, Arabs, Muslims and all lovers and supporters of freedom and
justice are certain that occupation and oppression will not succeed in Palestine
that the Zionist aggression is going against the norms of life and against the
movement of history.
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