iihepiXallesitineplissule

Historical BackRground
& Contemporary Developments

» —
o 4

Prof. Dr. Mohsen. M. Saleh

Revised and Updated Version 2022

Al-Zaytouna Centre for Studies & Consultations




The Pallestine llssue

Historical Background
& Contemporary Developments

Prof. Dr. Mohsen Mohammad Saleh

English Version

Translated by
Mr. Karim Traboulsi
Ms. Marilyn Chbeir

Ms. Rana Sa‘adah

Language Editing by
Ms. Rana Sa‘adah

Reviewed by
Mr. Tom Charles

Revised and Updated Version

g

&

Al-Zaytouna Centre
For Studies & Consultations
Beirut - Lebanon



E-mail: info@alzaytouna.net Website: www.alzaytouna.net

You can contact us and view the center's pages by clicking on the applications below:

0 Q willie @ [ > ) y 0 &


mailto:pr@alzaytouna.net
https://eng.alzaytouna.net/
https://telegram.me/alzaytouna
https://soundcloud.com/alzaytouna-centre
https://wa.me/96181607181
https://www.linkedin.com/authwall?trk=bf&trkInfo=AQHatR4f1JifbQAAAYMXYBOgMEzKIGPCYZHxpBNeDlsu4gFuju-yBcSNWuDw2nNirNbSXuBInL7CedgpPJzjaAIK2XSIRCEuFJorLZmGD5_OiNI3KSQociyyLBfGKrnQnSgKwgM=&original_referer=&sessionRedirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Fal-zaytouna-centre-for-studies-%26-consultations
https://www.instagram.com/alzaytounacentre/
https://twitter.com/ZaytounaCentre
https://www.facebook.com/AlZaytounaCentreEN
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.al_zaytounaarabicapp.app
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRX7oshbbYE9me-u6x-fPUg

Table of Contents

Table of Contents
TabIe Of CONTEIILS ......oooeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ettt eeeeeeeeaeas 3
LSt Of ADDIE@VIALIONS ..o 6
INEPOAUICEION ..ot e e e e eeeeeeeeeeaeean 7

Chapter One: Background of the Palestine Issue Until 1918

First: Palestine ........coccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiectcete sttt 11
Second: Palestine’s Religious Status: ..........cccvevveriieriienieniieerieeieeieesine s 13
1. Palestine’s ISIamic Status ........cocceeiiiiiiieinieiieeneeeee e 13
2. Palestine’s Christian Status ..........cccccerieriieenienieenieenie e 15
3. Palestine’s Jewish Status .......ccccecieviiiiiiiiiiieieeee e 16
Third: Palestine Throughout HiStOry .........ccccovvveviierieeniieiiiecee e 17
Fourth: Palestine in the Islamic Era ........ccocccoceiiiniinininiiiiciccces 20
Fifth: The Religious and Historical Claims of the Jews in Palestine .............. 25
Sixth: Background of the Emergence of the Palestine Issue
N MOdern HiStOTY ...cc.eeiuiiiiiiniiiiiciee et 27
Seventh: The Political Development of the Palestine Issue Until 1914 .......... 30
Eighth: The Palestine Issue During WWI (1914—1918) ...cccvvvivieiieecieeienee 35

Chapter Two: Palestine Under British Occupation 1918-1948

INtroduction ..o 45
First: Development of the Zionist Project ..........ccocoverierieneninienenenceieees 46
Second: The Emergence of the Palestinian National Movement ..................... 48
Third: The Palestinian Revolt 1936—-1939 ..........cccccoceniriinininicicnineieee 56
Fourth: Political Developments 1939-1947 ..........ccccoevvieiiiiencieeieecee e 60
Fifth: The 1948 War and [ts Repercussions ..........ccceeeeeerieenieenieenieeeiee e 66

Chapter Three: The Palestine Issue 1949-1967

INEroduCtion ............coccviiiiiiiiieeee e 77
First: The Arab States and Palestine ............ccceeeevvveieeiiieeeciiee e 77
Second: Palestinian National ACHON .........ccceeieiiiieeiiiiieeeiiee et 79
Third: The Birth of the Fatah Movement ..............cccccueeeeciiiieciiee e 83
Fourth: The Establishment of the PLO .............ccooiiiiiiiiiieeecee e 86
Fifth: The June 1967 War and Its Repercussions ..........cccceeevevvvervenvenveneennnns 87



The Palestine Issue

Chapter Four: The Palestine Issue 1967-1987

INEroduCtion ...........ccccooiiiiiiiiiiii e 93
First: The Emergence of the Palestinian Identity ..........cccccocevivviinenincnnenene 93
Second: The Armed Palestinian Struggle ..........ccecevereneenininieicnineeeeene 95
Third: Arab States and the Palestine ISSUE ..........cccceevervinriniiniiniiiiiceeee, 100
Fourth: The Emergence of the Palestinian Islamist Trend ............ccccccceenneeee. 104

Chapter Five: The Palestine Issue 1987-2000

INtroduction ...........cccooiiiiiiii e 109
First: The Intifadal ..............coccoooiieiiiiiiiiiiiieiieeeeeee e 109
Second: The Inception of the Hamas Movement ..........ccccocvevciveecieeeceeenneenns 111
Third: The PLO: From Armed Struggle to Peaceful Settlement .................... 115
Fourth: The PA ......oooieeeee ettt 122
Fifth: ISTael .....ooooiiiiiie e 124

Chapter Six: The Palestine Issue 2000-2011

INtroduction .............ccoooviiiiiiice e 129
First: The Aggression and the Resistance: ...........ccoccvevvevvenieneeneerieenieeieenn, 130
1. Al-AGSQ INGIfAAQN ...t 130
2. The Aggression and the Resistance 200602011 .......ccccoceevveverenieniennenn 136
Second: The Internal Palestinian Situation: ...........ccccceevevverciieniveeecieesieesienens 140
1. The PA’S COUTISE ...viiieiiiiieiiiee ettt ettt e e evee e et ee e eaaeaeeaes 141
2. Hamas’ Control over GS, and Fatah’s over the PA in the WB .............. 149
3. Salam Fayyad’s GOVEINMENT .........ccoeerierienienienieeniienie e siee e 153
4. The Caretaker Government in GS .........ccccceeviiiiiiiieeeiieeeeee e 157
5.THE PLO oottt et 162
6. The National Reconciliation Path ............ccccoeeiiiiiiiniiiniiicieee, 166
Third: The Path to Peace Talks: ........ccccoveiiiiiiieiiiiieeeeecieecee e 176
1. The Geneva ACCOId ......cccuiieiieeiie ettt e e e e 178
2. The Arab INTHAIVE ...coouviiiiiiiieiiieiee e 180
3. The ROAA MAP ..ccoviieiieeiieee ettt e 181
4. Unilateral Separation ...........ccceeceereerieenieeieeie et 183
5. The Return Through Negotiations to the Palestinian State Option ....... 185
6. The One-State OPLON ....ccveeevieeiieeieeeiieeiee et et e e e eeeeeereenaee e 186
Fourth: The Separation Wall ...........cccooviiiiiiiiiiiiii e 186
Fifth: ISrael ...c..oooieiiiiiiece et 189



Table of Contents

Chapter Seven: The Palestine Issue 2012-2021

INtroduction ..............coooviiieiiiie e e 199
First: The Palestinian People .........cccceovevieriieriieiieieieeeeeeeeeeeee e 200
Second: The Aggression and Resistance 2012-2021 ........ccoeceeierieeieeeennen. 204
Third: The Internal Palestinian SCeNe ...........ccceevveereeerieeniieenieeeee e 216
Fourth: The Peace Process 2012—2021......ccccoviiiviiiniieniieeieeeieeeeeeeee e 235
Fifth: Jerusalem and the Status QUO ........cocovvuiiiiiiiiiieiieeecee e 240
Sixth: ISrael 20122021 ....ooooeiiiiieeiee et re e e ebee e ens 249
AFLETWOId ...t en 271
IAEX ..o s ettt ere s 275



The Palestine Issue

List of Abbreviations

CBS Central Bureau of Statistics

CUP Committee of Union and Progress

DFLP Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine
EU European Union

GDP Gross Domestic Product

GS Gaza Strip

ICJ International Court of Justice

ISA Israel Security Agency (Shabak)

KSA Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

MB Muslim Brothers

OIC Organization of Islamic Cooperation

PA Palestinian Authority

PCC Palestinian Central Council

PCBS Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics
PFLP Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine
PFLP-GC Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine—-General Command
P1J Islamic Jihad Movement in Palestine

PLC Palestinian Legislative Council

PLO Palestine Liberation Organization

PNC Palestinian National Council

PPP Palestine People’s Party

PPSF Palestinian Popular Struggle Front

UNGA United Nations General Assembly

UNRWA  United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees
in the Near East

UNSCOP  United Nations Special Committee on Palestine
WB West Bank

WWI World War I
WWII World War 11
WZO World Zionist Organization



Introduction

Introduction

This study attempts to provide a general overview of the Palestine issue
through the main points of its historical background, thus allowing the reader
to better grasp the overall picture and the intertwined factors pertaining to the
issue, at any stage, and in a logical sequence, up to the current stage. Indeed we
could have examined the Palestine issue through the lens of themes such as the
land, the people, the Zionist program, the resistance, etc., but we believe that
such a division would be hard to tackle in a compact study, as it would provide
only a general overview of each theme, but not of the overall themes together

and in the same context.

This study is addressed to those wishing to become acquainted with the
Palestine issue, particularly those who have little time to read specialized and
detailed studies. However, recent history and contemporary developments are
assessed in detail to allow readers to become informed about many events,

changes, and complex issues going on around them.

Naturally, this study was written with the belief that the people of Palestine
are the rightful owners of their land, and that Palestine is an Arab and Islamic
land. This study was developed by following rigorous academic standards,
and—wherever possible—was worded in a simple language, with up-to-date

information up to summer 2021, and far from any sensationalism.

This book is a revised and updated edition of the original 2002 edition
that was printed in Egypt, Kuwait and Malaysia, titled The Palestinian Issue:
Background and Developments Until 2001. It is also a revised and updated
edition of the 2014 edition that was printed in Beirut, and to it, a seventh chapter
has been added covering the period 2012-2021.

Prof. Dr. Mohsen Mohammad Saleh
July 2021



This Book
This book seeks to present a comprehensive Tm@ P@H@@@ﬂm@ EQ@E@

overview of the Palestine issue, its historical Historical B acEgroumf

background, as well as its modern and contemporar
= e & Contemporary Developments
developments.

The book, in a documented, methodical, and
concise style, and in plain language, delves into the
history of Palestine from its early history throughout
the Islamic era, and the background of the emergence
of the Zionist movement, as well as the British
occupation of Palestine and the founding of Israel.
The book analyzes the various phases of the Palestine
issue and its developments, shedding light on the
wd struggle of the Palestinian people, their uprisings and
revolutions, and the role of the Palestine Liberation
Organization and its factions, as well as the role of the
Palestinian Islamic movements.

The book places particular emphasis on the first
=" two decades of the twenty-first century, so that the
reader would be able to obtain a clear picture about
many of the issues related to the contemporary
aspects of the Palestinian question.

The revised and updated edition of the book covers
the period up to the year 2021, and contains a large
collection of pictures and maps to illustrate its points.

The book is an important source for readers seeking
to acquaint themselves with the Palestine issue, and to
become informed of the pertinent facts in a balanced

manner. It can also serve as an introduction to further
studies of the Palestine issue. A& T‘
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